6th Grade Science Syllabus

Mrs. Takano and Mrs. Yung – Room 2
Course Emphasis: Sixth grade Science focuses on the earth with a strong emphasis on hands on experimentation and practical application. Students will learn to identify and apply scientific principles through the utilization of the scientific method.
Materials: Students need to bring their spiral notebooks to class daily. Students have online access to all three Holt, Reinhart, and Winston textbooks through etusd.org.
Strategies/Instructional Practices: Students will be instructed in the curriculum through a variety of methods designed to reach all learners. Students will work on daily activities and projects individually, with partners, and in small groups. Oral presentations will be integrated into many projects. Class and individual experimentation will allow students to utilize scientific principles and methods.
Assessment: (Counts 65%) The diversity of the students’ learning styles are taken into consideration when assigning projects and assessing learning. Students will be assessed based on individual assignments, quizzes or tests, oral presentations, group and individual projects, and class participation. Students will be graded on a 4 point rubric for assessments. 

Achievement grades will be based on overall percentages, as follows:

88-100% A
75-87.9% B
62-74.9% C
45-61.9% D
below 44.9% F
Effort grades will be based on students’ willingness to do their best and completion of assignments. Missing projects count as 0 and must be made up as soon as possible. Citizenship grades are based on cooperation in the classroom. Grades are posted weekly online at PowerSchool at www.ps.tusd.org/public/  You must have a username and password to access it. 
Classwork/Homework:  (Counts 35%) A lot of the work that involves cooperative group work and hands-on experimentation will be done in class. Homework generally consists of studying for quizzes/tests, writing a report, completing a project, or a review of the day’s experimentation. 
Assignments are posted daily on the classroom board and students are expected to write them down in their planners. Assignments are also posted online at www.magruder.tusd.org. We have a class website that can be found on the Magruder webpage under School Directory ( Carol Takano (or Lynn Yung) ( click on weblink under our e-mails. Be sure to bookmark it once you find it.
Discipline:  Possible consequences: 1) Warning; 2) Teacher-Student Conference; 3) Time-Out; 4) Phone Call Home; 5) Detention; 6) Parent-Teacher Conference; 7) Referral to office.

Parent Communication: Parent and teacher communication is vital to the success of your child.  Please feel free to call or e-mail us with any questions or concerns at 310) 533-4527 ext. 8802 or Yung.Lynn@tusd.org AND Takano.Carol@tusd.org . Please be sure to e-mail BOTH of us on all correspondence, so we may get back to you as quickly as possible during the school day.
