6th Grade Social Studies Syllabus

Mrs. Takano and Mrs. Yung – Room 2
Course Emphasis: This survey course covers ancient civilizations from the Stone Age to about 500 A.D. Geography, early man and archaeology are the focus of the first unit. Following this background information, the study of ancient civilizations is emphasized, which include: Mesopotamia, Egypt, Ancient India, Ancient China, Ancient Israel, Phoenicia, and Greece, The Greek Empire, Ancient Rome and the Roman Empire. Geography skills are reinforced throughout the year.  The curriculum instruction and assessments are based on the California State Standards for Social Science.

Materials: Textbook –History Alive! The Ancient World by Teachers’ Curriculum Institute, Teachers’ Curriculum Institute supplemental materials, and other supplemental teaching materials will be utilized to educate students.
Strategies/Instructional Practices: Students will be taught the curriculum through a variety of methods designed to reach all learners. Students will work on daily activities and projects individually, with partners, and in small groups. Oral presentations will be integrated into many projects.
Assessment: (Counts 65%) The diversity of the students’ learning styles are taken into consideration when assigning projects and assessing learning. Students will be assessed based on individual assignments, quizzes or tests, oral presentations, group and individual projects, and class participation. Students will be graded on a 4 point rubric for assessments. Achievement grades will be based on overall percentages, as follows: 

88-100% A
75-87.9% B
62-74.9% C
45-61.9% D
 below 44.9% F

Effort grades will be based on students’ willingness to do their best and completion of assignments. Missing assignments count as 0 and must be made up during the quarter. Late work or work requiring more effort will receive 75% of the points, and incomplete/very late work warrants 50% of the points. Citizenship grades are based on cooperation in the classroom. Grades are posted weekly online at Powerschool at www.ps.tusd.org/public/ You must have a username and password to access it.
Homework: (Counts 35%) Students may receive homework Monday through Thursday, although work not finished in class may become homework. All homework, classwork, and tests will be organized in folders. Section quizzes will be given frequently. Tests will be given at the conclusion of each chapter or unit of study. There will be one major project assigned each quarter which may include artwork, Internet research, a writing assignment, and an oral presentation. 
Assignments are posted daily on the classroom board and students are expected to write them down in their planners. Assignments are also posted online at www.magruder.tusd.org. We have a class website that can be found on the Magruder webpage under School Directory( Carol Takano (or Lynn Yung)( Class webpage. Be sure to bookmark it once you find it. 
Discipline: Possible consequences: 1) Warning; 2) Teacher-Student Conference; 3) Time-Out; 4) Phone Call Home; 5) Detention; 6) Parent-Teacher Conference; 7) Referral to office.

Parent Communication: Parent and teacher communication is vital to the success of your child.  Please feel free to call or e-mail us with any questions or concerns at 310) 533-4527 ext. 8802 or Takano.Carol@tusd.org and Yung.Lynn@tusd.org. Please be sure to e-mail BOTH of us on all correspondence, so we may bet back to you as quickly as possible during the school day.
