[image: image1.wmf]

WEST HIGH SCHOOL
Advanced Placement United States History

Mrs. Cerda
Room: 3103
Email address: cerda.rebecca@tusd.org
Thank you for registering for APUSH!! I am excited to spend the next school year as your teacher, coach, and cheerleader.  No matter if we go back full time or virtually, I promise you I will dedicate myself to making your experience about more than a test – rather it will include activities and experiences that I hope you never forget.  It will not be easy, however, and as a student of AP U.S History you will have a couple of responsibilities over the summer to get you prepared.  This assignment is required and will allow us to “hit the ground running,” saving valuable time for review prior to the APUSH exam in early May. With the AP exam given in the early part of May, it is essential that students come the first day with knowledge on the first period of U.S. History.

 

Summer Assignment:  
1. You will be reading both chapters 1-2 in your main text, Give Me Liberty!  As you read you are to take Cornell notes of significant portions of each chapter. Minimum requirement is 3 pages PER chapter.  Each “page” is one side of the Cornell note paper, which you may print here.  In all you will 3 pages front AND back.  The rationale is that college-bound students need to learn to interact with the text in a positive and productive manner. Learning to identify key information in a text is a skill that will serve any student of social studies for years to come. As well, the AP US History exam is incredibly thorough, and students are often tested on both well-known and obscure knowledge of U.S. History.  Read on for instructions and make sure you print the Cornell note taking paper from this site. (75 pts.) 
2. Read the primary sources for the first chapter in “Voices of Freedom”.  The purpose of this assignment is to be familiar with various viewpoints in regards to historical events, and to identify bias an author's bias and point of view.  These are amazing excerpts but you do not have to answer any questions.  

The summer assignment is due on the first day of school.  Late work will score a maximum of 50%.
 

Manage your time wisely!  I suggest you do not wait until the last remaining week of summer to start your assignment.  Pace yourself- a section here and a section there.  This will allow you to finish without last minute late nights.
 

The key to doing well in this class is DOING THE READING.  Do not merely complete this assignment; focus on a deeper understanding, read for comprehension, and focus on the themes. 

I am looking forward to working with you all next year!

-Mrs. Cerda
INSTRUCTIONS FOR CORNELL NOTES
AP US History
Listed below are the requirements for receiving full credit on your weekly chapter notes. 
1. Notes must be handwritten and Single Spaced.
a. No exceptions. This must be as legible as possible. Notes that are scribbled or sloppy will lose points. 
b.  Leave NO spaces in your Cornell notes.  

2. Notes must be on Cornell Note paper provided by Mrs. Cerda, 

3. Notes must be minimum of 3 full pages (single side) per chapter to receive full credit.

a. Large print, margins, spacing, or any move to “stretch” notes will result in loss of points. 
b. If you write large, please include more pages.  
4. Notes must be written in your own words. 

a. Copying directly from any part of the textbook or online will be considered plagiarism, and you will receive a ZERO for the assignment and you will be subject to the rules/guidelines under the WHS Behavior Expectations. 

b. Copying notes from someone else enrolled in AP US History will result in a ZERO for both parties. 

5. Hi-light or underline proper nouns in your notes.

a. This is what we call SFI (Specific Factual Information) and includes names, places, events, laws, and other specific examples.

The structure of your notes must contain the following items.

CRITICAL READING:  CORNELL NOTES

	Chapter:  Number/Title
	Name:

	
	Date:

	Section: Write headings (Red-may include 2 here)
	Period:

	Sub Headings, Themes, Vocabulary/Questions
	Notes/Answers/Definitions/Examples/Sentences/more questions (details go here)

	Section Sub Headings (blue) – rewrite them!
	Write main idea of the sub-heading.  You may bullet all factual information that supports the main idea.  

	APUSH Themes (ex:  identity, peopling)
	Write down supporting evidence/examples (PROPER NOUNS) to support your main ideas, questions, vocabulary.

	Key vocabulary
	Keep in mind some subheadings will not require much/if any detail.

	Lingering questions you have.
	

	Summary: You may develop a thesis for the section (s) and/or write a reflection.  Connect the 

	notes you took to the main section headings.  What is the larger historical significance?

	


Have an excellent summer!  Email me if you have ANY questions.  
Mrs. Cerda
cerda.rebecca@tusd.org
