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THS RINGS IN THE NEW YEAR FROM HOME 

SILVER SCOUTS 
BY VERONICA GARZA 
Editor-in-Chief 

 Recently, nine of Torrance High School’s 
freshman Tartars were awarded the Girl Scout Silver Award, 

the second highest honor in Girl Scouting. According to Mrs. 
Tracy Clark, THS English teacher and leader of Troop 14575, 

the scouts begin this award as middle schoolers at the Cadette 
level. However, because of COVID, the deadline was extended 

to the end of 2020 for girls entering high school.  
 In order to achieve such a feat, scouts are required 

to form groups of four or five girls to address a concern within 
their community and partner with an organization to help fulfill 

that need. In addition, as stated by Mrs. Clark, scouts must 
complete “a Girl Scout Journey and a minimum of 50 hours per 

girl” and “it must be approved by the Girl Scouts of Los 
Angeles.” The girls’ leadership skills are heavily tested, as 

parents and troop leaders are asked to “remain hands-off.” Girl 
Scout Seniors (freshmen and sophomores) and Girl Scout 

Ambassadors (juniors and seniors) should be prepared to pass 
entrance and exit interviews to earn the award.  

 Troop 14575 was broken into two groups, the first 
of which worked towards building a storage bin for the 

Gardena/Carson Animal Shelter and was led by Mr. Chris 
Tanaka. The scouts—Alyssa Hsaio, Faith Johnson, Madison 

Lee, Alyson Sasaki, and Sydney Tanaka—fundraised in 

order to acquire the necessary materials to complete their 

project. When asked to describe her experience, Alyson 
Sasaki commented “We spend hours meeting up together, 

discussing what to do next and how to achieve it...after 2 
years, we were able to get through it and successfully 

complete it.” Sasaki walks away with more than an award, as 
she believes to have “gained much stronger bonds with the 

other girl scouts and have learned so much about 
communication and leadership skills.” 

 The second group decided to focus their efforts 
on the THS community and make masks for those who need 

them upon the reopening of the school. Led by Mrs. Clark, the 
scouts included: Carleigh Clark, Rileigh Clark, Isabella 

Martinez, and Elisabeth Truchin. The girls donated fabrics to 
make their masks and are patiently waiting until after 

February 1 to give the masks to Mr. Girgis. For now, the 
scouts are excited to work towards the Gold Award, which 

requires a minimum of 100 hours of service on their projects.  
 THS gives endless thanks to these young ladies 

and their troop leaders for their community service and 
leadership. Congratulations and wishes of good luck are in 

order for these nine scouts as they celebrate their Silver 
Award wins and work towards their Gold Awards.  

 

RESOLUTION PIE CHART 
BY MIKI IGNACIO 
Staff Writer 

NEW YEAR, NEW YOU 
BY KARA SERAFIN 
Staff Writer 

  For many, a new year signals the need for New Year’s resolutions—a chance 

to reinvent and become a better person. But often, these intentions are tough to maintain 
and lead to discouragement. However, all hope is not lost; here are some tips that can help 

you keep your resolutions. 
 The process of creating resolutions is crucial and will decide if you will 

actually sustain them. It is helpful to follow the SMART acronym—specific, measurable, 
achievable, realistic, and timely—when forming resolutions. 

 To construct resolutions that are specific, define your who, what, when, why, 
and where. Simply saying that you will “exercise more” is too vague; clearly illustrating 

your resolutions will make them more concrete and simpler to accomplish. Pay special 
attention to the reason why you are making each of your resolutions, as it will aid you in 

staying motivated to actually realize them. 
 Making resolutions measurable is another important step in making them 

easier to execute. Quantify your resolutions by setting objectives with numbers. For 
example, you can say that you want to exercise three times a week. This way it will be 

easy to tell if you followed your resolution or not. 
 Both of these first tips will assist you with continuing your resolutions, but 

they won’t be very useful if you don’t make your resolutions achievable. Setting ambitious 
aspirations is admirable, but often they can be overwhelming and intimidating because 

they will be too difficult. Start small and work your way up. Small daily habits can produce 
grand results in the long run. Also make sure you don’t take on too many commitments at 

once. As the year goes on you can add more but start with only a few or even one because 
it will be easier to stay focused and not become overwhelmed. 

 The fourth step is to make your resolutions realistic. Think again about why 
you are making them and assess if they make sense for you. You don’t want to waste time 

trying to fulfill resolutions that don’t fit your overall life goals. Everyone is different, so 

some resolutions may be better suited for some people than others. 

 Finally, make your resolutions timely. This means setting a deadline for 
 

when you want to complete them. For example, if you want to learn a new language, you 

can say that you want to earn a score of 50% proficiency by the end of the year. If your 
target is long-term, break it into smaller milestones, such as learning fifty new vocabulary 

words every month. You can also make rewards for each milestone you reach to stay 
motivated. 

 Peter Economy of inc.com states that “you are 42 percent more likely to 
achieve your goals if you write them down”. You can find SMART goal worksheets 

online and fill them out with your resolutions. Having a “resolutions journal” will allow 
you to keep track of your progress, for example, you can mark each day that you exercise. 

You can then do a quick check-in every week to stay on track and view your progress. 
 Some advice for staying inspired includes creating vision boards and having 

social support. You can find vision board tutorials online, but the basics are making a 
collage of photos (taken online from websites such as Pinterest or taken by you) that 

reflect your resolutions and remind you of them. Feel free to be creative.  
 Making resolutions with friends and family or even just telling them about 

your resolutions can help hold you accountable. Due to social distancing, it may be more 
challenging to make resolutions with others, but it can also be a method of connection 

during these socially isolating times. 
 Most importantly, believe in yourself and don’t give up. Failures can be 

discouraging but tell yourself before you even before you begin your resolutions journey 
that mistakes lead to growth. You can use these hiccups to reassess your resolutions and 

adjust them to make them work better for you. Remember that some progress is better 
than none.  

 Enjoy the process of following your resolutions, along with the results. Your 
resolutions journey can enable you to learn more about yourself and what you can 

accomplish. Whatever resolutions you make this year, have fun with them and good luck! 

 

 A new year has set upon us, and many Tartars are willing to change 

themselves for the better. To start off 2021, Torrance News Torch has conducted 

a survey of New Year’s resolutions students wish to fulfill. 

 This year, most students are aiming to get in shape with more exercise, 

followed by completing homework on time, being nice and compassionate to 

others, eating healthy, and spending more time with family members. Exercising 

has been a popular New Year’s resolution for years on end, but really though: how 

many people actually stick to it till the end? Hopefully, at least a few Tartars will 

this year! 
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RUSHING FOR A CURE 
BY MIKI IGNACIO 
Staff Writer  

Over a year has passed since the first case of COVID-19 has been reported, and the 

race for a vaccine is still ongoing. All around the world, countries are trying to find the cure to this 
virus, but there are mixed feelings about the newly made vaccines. 

 According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), there are 

currently two authorized and recommended vaccines in the United States: the Pfizer-BioNTech 

COVID-19 vaccine and the Moderna’s COVID-19 vaccine. The Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine requires 

“two shots, twenty-one days apart,” and it is “recommended for people aged sixteen years and older.” 

The Moderna vaccine requires two shots as well, but twenty-eight days apart; people eighteen and 

older are recommended for this vaccine.  

Upon taking the COVID-19 vaccine, a few uncomfortable side effects may occur. 

Cleveland Clinic discusses with Dr. Jafar Abunasser the common reactions one may undergo: pain 

and swelling of the arm, a fever, chills, tiredness, and a headache. Though the side effects may seem 
threatening, Dr. Abunasser states they “indicate that your immune system is working” and it is 

“producing antibodies.” The discomfort and nuisances one faces is most likely a sign that the body is 

positively developing. Needless to say, if the side effects begin to feel concerning, consult with a 

doctor.  

A Pfizer data collection posted by the New England Journal of Medicine in December 

reports the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine is “roughly 52% effective after the first dose” and 95% effective 

on the second dose. From a document by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA), BBC News states 

the Moderna vaccine “can provide 80.2% protection after one dose, compared to 95.6% after the 

second dose” for those aged eighteen to sixty-five (for those over sixty-five, the protection decreases  

 

 

 

to 86.4% efficiency).  

 The first registered vaccine, Sputnik V from Russia, is reported to be 91.4% effective 
after two doses. The Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine—being tested in the United Kingdom, Brazil, and 

South Africa—has a probability of “64.1% after at least one standard dose,” and 70.4% after the 

second dose. Beijing's CoronaVac vaccine is a bit irregular, as the United Arab Emirates claims it is 

86% effective. However, in Indonesia and Brazil, the probability has shot down to 65.3% and 50.4% 

respectively.  

However, many people internationally are skeptical, hesitant, and afraid of the 

vaccines. Multiple instances of death after intaking the vaccine have popped up, and Norway. 

According to Global Times, twenty-three elderly Norwgians have died from the Pfizer-BioNTech 

vaccine. It is important to note, though, that the “common side effect may have contributed to a severe 

course in frail elderly people,” as the Norwegian Medicines Agency’s website states.  
Despite the thought, people and experts alike are still cautious about vaccines in 

general. An anonymous immunologist from Beijing states the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine should be 

suspended, as it is “not proven safety in large-scale use or in preventing any infectious diseases.” As 

the vaccines are still new and progressing, there is no doubt people will refuse to intake it for fear of 

their life. 

The CDC does recommend getting vaccinated to protect yourself and others. It is 

known that the available COVID-19 vaccines are not perfect, but it is a step to stopping the pandemic. 

Doctors, nurses, and everyone in the medical field all over the world are rushing to create the most 

effective vaccine, and it is our job as a community to take the proper actions to aid them.  

 

 

ELECTION RESULTS 
BY JOSHUA FLORES  
Staff Writer 

CALIFORNIA COVID CASES CLIMB CONSISTENTLY 
BY MIKI IGNACIO 
Staff Writer 

 Over the past few months, COVID-19 cases and deaths have spiked in California, and 

they continue to climb. Unfortunately, young children contribute to the statistics, as cases within their 

age range have increased as well. In addition to the increase in COVID-19 cases in young children, 

a new syndrome connected to the virus is targeted towards them has also surfaced.  
 According to a survey conducted by the Los Angeles Times, California has averaged 

“27,546 new cases and 491.1 new deaths per day” (as of January 24). Of the 2,167,864 tests from the 

past week, about 8.5%—approximately 18,426 cases—of them have been confirmed positive. 

Looking upon the statistics is already concerning as it is, but to put it in perspective, the average death 

rate from COVID-19 has increased by 8.9% compared to two weeks ago.  

 The most noticeable and obvious cause of the surge in cases is none other than the 

holiday season. CNN reports ever since the Thanksgiving holiday, COVID-19 cases throughout the 

United States have escalated, and it is without a doubt that Christmas and New Year’s have added to 

the ordeal.  

 Despite being a small part of the percentage, positive cases seen in children have also 

worsened. The Mercury News states “at least seven Californian children have died” and “more than  

350,000 kids have been tested positive” since the pandemic started. Of the cases, a new inflammatory 

syndrome called the “Multi-system Inflammatory Syndrome” (or MIS-C for short) has arisen. It is 

reported that MIS-C “afflicts a small number of kids three to six weeks after they experienced 

coronavirus, even if they had mild or no symptoms at all.” 

 According to the Centers for Disease and Control Prevention (CDC), MIS-C is 

described to be a “condition where different body parts can become inflamed, including the heart, 

lungs, kidneys, brain, skin, eyes, or gastrointestinal organs.” The symptoms include fever, abdominal 

pain, vomiting, diarrhea, rashes, severe fatigue, and bloodshot eyes. As of January 21, 176 children 
have been diagnosed with MIS-C, and cases are sure to climb at California’s current rate. 

 The consequences of not following the protocols for the past few months have 

manifested themselves into a deadly mess. Traveling and going outside more than necessary will 

undoubtedly result in an increase in positive cases and deaths, not just for the adults and elderly, but 

also children. As always, please avoid traveling and stay quarantined at home to protect yourself, your 

loved ones, and the people around you. 

DAWNING CHANGE 
BY VERONICA GARZA 
Editor-in-Chief 

Joe Biden and Kamala Harris officially concluded their political campaign on January 

20 after being sworn into office as president and vice president. Harris makes history in the process 
as the first female, South Asian, and African American to hold the position. According to NBC, there 

were “only about 1,000 socially distanced guests, including former Presidents Barack Obama, George 

W. Bush and Bill Clinton,” however, Donald Trump chose to forgo the festivities, making him the 

first president to be absent for a successor’s inauguration since Andrew Johnson.  

 In his inaugural address, President Biden referred to the event not as the triumph of a 

candidate, rather, “of a cause, the cause of democracy.” Furthermore, he acknowledged the nation’s 

undeniable need for progression, remarking on: lives and jobs lost due to COVID, cries for racial 

justice, climate change, and domestic terrorism. He reminded the American people of their admirable 

perseverance “through the Civil War, the Great Depression, World War, 9/11, through struggle, 

sacrifice, and setbacks,” hoping to establish his presidency as one of restoration.  
 Just prior to the closing of the ceremony, the nation’s first-ever youth poet laureate 

Amanda Gorman recited a poem titled “The Hill We Climb,” echoing President Biden’s sentiments 

of unity and reconciliation. Within her final lines, she stated “for there is always light, if only we're  

 

 

 

 The results of the 2020 election were confirmed by Congress Thursday January 7, 

officially making Joe Biden the winner of the 2020 presidential election. Despite him being 

confirmed by Congress some still question the validity of the election and say that voter fraud 

occurred giving President Biden his victory.  

 Recently a San Antonio campaign worker was arrested Wednesday January 13 and 

charged with election tampering. Allegations of her committing voter fraud surfaced last fall after the 

activist group Project Veritas, a nonprofit journalist enterprise dedicated to investigating and 

exposing corruption and other misconduct in public and private institutions, uploaded a video of her 

saying DHR could deliver mail-in votes for cash. According to katv.com she is facing up to 20 years 

in prison. 

 With Biden being sworn in as president on January 20th, talks about election fraud have 

died down since Donald Trump has already conceded the presidency. Even though Donald Trump is 

no longer president a trial for his impeachment is still going forward within the Senate and is 

scheduled to happen on February 8th. 

 On President Biden’s first day in office, he signed seventeen executive orders, the most 

any president has done on their first day in office. Among the most prominent of the executive orders 

is the cancelling of the Keystone XL pipeline, which is estimated to have eliminated hundreds of jobs. 

Another executive order President Biden signed on the 20th was the rejoining of the Paris climate 

accord, which according to cnn.com is a process that will take 30 days. 

 Regarding the pandemic, President Biden said on January 14 on his twitter that 

“Together we’ll change the course of the pandemic,” signaling to his followers and the American 

people that he was sure of his motives. On January 22 however Biden back tracked on his previous 

statement saying, “there’s nothing we can do to change the trajectory of the pandemic in the next 

several months,” according to cnbc.com, raising questions on how he will respond to the pandemic. 

Another question being raised is if his goal of vaccinating 100 million people in 100 days is realistic 

due to the of shortages of the vaccine in the United States. 

 

brave enough to see it. If only we're brave enough to be it,” encouraging the American people to 

embrace change.  
 Other world leaders joined President Biden and Vice President Harris in celebrating 

their success, optimism in strengthening their ties to the U.S. apparent in their congratulatory remarks. 

President of the European Commission Ursula von der Leyen tweeted that Europe was ready “to 

reconnect with an old and trusted partner, to breathe new life into our cherished alliance.” Likewise, 

Mexican Foreign Minister Marcelo Ebrard commented that he “hoped to have a good bilateral 

relationship and begin a new era of mutual respect.” Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi took to 

Twitter to express his anticipation to work “with [President Biden] to strengthen India-US strategic 

partnership,” while Indian Hindu faithful celebrated the historic accomplishment of Vice President 

Harris.  

 America has endured an unprecedented amount of conflicts within this past year—a 
debilitating pandemic, controversial election season, and domestic terrorist attack on its Capitol—but 

has once again proved its resilience through the triumph of democracy. May the 46th presidency bring 

an era of change, reconciled international relations, and a stronger America.  

 

 ATTACK 
ON 

CAPITOL 
HILL 

BY THE 
NEWS 
TORCH 
STAFF 

“The 

event changed nothing 
but it demonstrated that 

some people are not 

willing to put up with 

the current state of our 

government, albeit for 

the wrong reasons. The 

demonstration at the 

Capitol Hill shows that 

politicians fear those 

who challenge the 
Status Quo and will go 

to extreme lengths to 

find the people who 

challenge them and 

their authority.” -

Joshua Flores, Staff 

Writer 

 

 “Janu

ary 6 was a sad day 

in America. It truly 

showcased the 
extreme political 

polarization through 

the Capitol riots. 

With so much hate 

in the country right 

now, we need to try 

to work out our 

issues and show 

compassion towards 

one another. We 
must try to come 

closer together, not 

further apart.” -Kara 

Serafin, Staff Writer 

 

The breaching of the Capitol Hill Building is an 

unthinkable and unforeseeable act committed in 2021. Though 

the First Amendment allows us to peacefully protest, what part 

of this whole ordeal was peaceful? The answer is no; this was a 

riot committed by Pro-Trump supporters who were not delighted 

with the new president of the United States of America.  

 A plethora of video and photo evidence serve to 

prove the breaching of Capitol Hill as a catastrophic federal 

crime. Not only have rioters trespassed and destroyed 

governmental property, but they have also carried unauthorized 
arms. According to the Metropolitan Police Department, ‘open 

carry [of firearms] is prohibited.’  

 Windows shattered, chambers bust open, and the 

lives of U.S. citizens robbed; the consequences of an unnecessary 

and barbaric riot have made itself evident. The dissatisfaction 

Trump-supporters bear towards the election and the still-debated 

voter fraud is reasonable, but that does not enable them to wreak 

havoc and cause violence.” -Miki Ignacio, Staff Writer 

 

 “On January 6, Americans witnessed a 

domestic terrorist attack on not only Capitol Hill, but 

democracy and this nation’s values. Prior to the riots, 

Rudy Giuliani, Donald Trump’s lawyer, encouraged 
supporters to ‘have a trial by combat’ against ‘the 

machines that are crooked, the ballots that are 

fraudulent.’ 

 What should have been the peaceful 

exercising of a first amendment right quickly turned 

violent as the death toll rose to five, claiming the lives 

of Officer Brian D. Sicknick, 42; Ashli Babbitt, 35; 

Rosanne Boyland, 34; Kevin Greeson, 55; and 

Benjamin Phillips, 50.  

 The Capitol building had not been 
breached since the invasion of British forces during 

the War of 1812. It appeared to be premeditated, this 

being proven by one of Trump’s tweets on December 

23: ‘Big protest in D.C. on January 6th. Be there, will 

be wild!’” -Veronica Garza, Editor-in-Chief 
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TARTARS SNOWED IN (METAPHORICALLY) 
BY ANDREW GERGES 
Club Writer 

 Although the Tartar winter break was never like the 

movies—no sledding down the street or hearing Christmas carolers 

the whole season—this winter break was even more unusual. With the 

Covid-19 pandemic, many Tartars were unable to enjoy their regular 

winter break traditions, such as the colloquially dubbed “friendsmas,” 

and yet they persevered and made sure to have fun this break. 

 Senior Mahima Manoj stated, “although I wasn’t able to 

have the regular Christmas Day dinner I usually have with my friends, 

we made sure to watch movies together even though we were far away 

from each other using apps such as Netflix Party.” Like her, many 

Tartars have adapted to being physically disconnected from their 

friends by using apps such as Houseparty and iMessage to stay touch, 

even more so during winter break. 

 

 

 Fellow senior Joseph “Joey” Rynski stated that although he 

could not enjoy his break like he would have liked (that is “by 

travelling the world,”) he caught up on running and cooked and 

watched movies with his family. Senior Nathan O’Brien then quickly 

added that “despite the restrictions of COVID, I had a great time 

playing videogames with friends and enjoying time with my family 

(while social distancing of course.)” 

 Although many Tartars had hoped and prayed for a winter 

break with less restrictions, especially the many seniors who will soon 

be heading off to college, they made sure they were able to enjoy it as 

much as possible and made the most of it in this uniquely bizarre 

period of history. 

 

 A LOOK AT VIRTUAL FINALS   
BY PHOEBE LIN 
Club Writer 

school is also in session on Fridays. This year, finals week fell on the 

week of Martin Luther King Jr. Day, with Monday being a student-

free day. Our current Wednesday schedule was moved to Tuesday, 

leaving Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday of that week for finals. 

Students took their second and fourth period finals on Wednesday, 

first and third period finals on Thursday, and fifth and sixth period 

finals on Friday. Zero period finals were also on Friday morning for 

students in those classes.  

 Starting January 25th, second semester officially begins, 

marking the halfway point of the school year. Good luck, Tartars! 

 

 

 This January marks Torrance High School’s second official 

round of finals since the start of the pandemic, and not unlike the last 

round in June of 2020, finals were conducted in a virtual learning 

setting. By keeping learning remote, students and teachers alike are 

able to continue working in a relatively low risk environment to 

maintain both the safety of themselves as well as the general public.  

 One of the notable differences between the two rounds of 

virtual finals is the scheduling. Specially designed for the purpose of 

online learning, the 2020-21 school year introduced a new class 

schedule for THS students, and unlike the previous school year,  

ONLINE OPINIONS 
BY KARA SERAFIN 
Staff Writer 

 Contrary to what many had hoped, the second semester has 

commenced but Torrance High School is still online. With this 

dramatic transition come advantages and disadvantages. 

Some refreshing pros include flexibility and comfort. The 

school schedules have shifted to make shorter days with later start 

times and earlier end times. This allows for more time for studying, 

free time, and sleep.  

Many argue that schools start too early. Kidshealth.org 

explains that “during adolescence, the body’s circadian rhythm (an 

internal biological clock) is reset, telling a teen to fall asleep later at 

night and wake up later in the morning.” With 9:00 a.m. start times 

instead of 8:00 a.m. for most THS students, it will be interesting to 

see what the effects of a later start time are. 

Online school also means more flexibility with location. 

You can participate in your classes on the couch, a desk, or while in a 

car, though it is recommended to have a stable place to learn. In 

California, the temperature usually shifts throughout the day, so it is 

useful to be able to change clothes mid-school day or grab a blanket, 

both of which are easier due to online learning.  

A major con with virtual school is the lack of social 

interaction. Junior Pierce Dobens appreciates that “you don’t have to 

worry about the stress and social pressure people normally put on 

you”, but “humans are creatures of social construct” and “online 

school is pushing us to the limits of social starvation”.  

 

Other disadvantages with online school are the extensive 

screen time and that longer classes do not fit well with short attention 

spans. Because interactive lessons are much harder to do virtually, 

most classes tend to be lectures, which can make class feel boring for 

students. Also, staring at a screen for hours on end can be draining 

and bad for your health, not to mention that most people are not 

getting as much fresh air as they would at in-person school. 

Another issue is technology problems. Senior Steven 

Umbarger enjoys “not having to walk all the way across campus to 

[his] next class”, but “sometimes the internet does not work so it is 

hard to hear the teacher.” He also laments the fact that he “can’t talk 

with other classmates.” 

On virtual calls, it is hard to have one-on-one time or even 

be able to talk in small groups. Breakout rooms are an option, but a 

large number of students find them awkward and not as a replacement 

for communicating with peers in a classroom. 

The most important advantage of online school is that we 

are able to avoid getting sick. Some like it better than physical school 

and some like it less, as there are pros and cons and everyone is 

different. Hopefully, with advancements in vaccines, we will be able 

to return to normal life soon, but we have to stay strong for the time 

being. 
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TOMMY TARTAR LOSES TRACK OF TIME 
BY MIKI IGNACIO 
Staff Illustrator 

Across 

2. _____ will be our president for the next 4 years. 

5. First female vice president of the United States 

8. It is important to ____ to make your voice heard 
9. Our current president received over 80 _____ votes in the 2020 election 

10. This party controls both houses of Congress in 2021. 

11. Won the runoff Senate elections in Georgia 

12. Sang the national anthem at the 2021 inauguration 

Down 
1. The president and VP are sworn into office on the 20th at this event 

3. Donald Trump became the first president to ever be _____ twice 

4. First name of the FLOTUS 

6. Location where the light ceremony to remember COVID victims were held 

7. The 2020 Democratic presidential campaign slogan is: Our best days still lie _____ 
 

Answers:  

Across: 2. Biden 5. KamalaHarris 8. vote 9. million 10. Democrats 11. JonOssoff 12. 

LadyGaga 

Down: 1. inauguration 3. impeached 4. Jill 6. LincolnMemorial 7. ahead 

 

 

 

INAUGURATION CROSSWORD PUZZLE 
BY MOMO NAKANISHI 
Club Writer 

RATATOUSICAL 
BY KARA SERAFIN 
Staff Writer 

Playbill design for Ratatouille the Musical  

Photo courtesy of theconcordian.com 

 In the age of COVID-19, we’ve had to find new ways to do things in many 

aspects of our lives. One of the industries that has been severely impacted is the 
musical theatre business.  

 On January 1, 2021, the virtual musical, Ratatouille: The TikTok Musical, 
premiered. Tickets ranged from $5 to $100 and the event was hosted by TodayTix. 

The tickets varied in price because the money earned in ticket sales was used in 
donations to The Actor’s Fund, so people could decide how much they wanted to 

donate. The musical has raised over $1 million to benefit the cause. The pre-filmed 
musical was available for streaming for 72 hours after its launch.  

 The musical had an unconventional start. Bored during quarantine, 
numerous creators on the social media platform TikTok filmed videos relating to the 

Disney/Pixar movie Ratatouille. The videos consisted of choreography, songs, set 
designs, and more as concepts for the potential musical. What seemed to be a fun 

pastime while everyone is stuck at home turned into a large project. 
 Ratatouille content became popular on TikTok in early 2020 (amusingly, 

the Year of the Rat, according to the Chinese calendar) with thousands of videos made 
to the soundtrack of “Le Festin”, a tune from the original 2007 film soundtrack. In 

August, TikTok user Emily Jacobsen created a song titled “Ode to Remy,” which 
ended up being a central song in the musical.  

 Since social distancing regulations still apply, the musical itself was also 
atypical. Instead of a crowd and actors in the same room, the musical was edited so 

that videos of each actor were on the same screen. Although it would have been  

 

preferable to have the actors physically interact with one another, the musical set a 

good example of what can be possible and ways to adjust theatre until we return to 
normal circumstances. 

 The film tells the story of an inspired rat in Paris named Remy with the 
dream of becoming a chef. He faces obstacles along the way, but with the help of 

novice chef Linguini, he is able to achieve his mission. 
 Of course, the musical left some to be desired, since it is more difficult to 

execute a musical virtually. The movie is 1 hour and 51 minutes long, whereas the 
musical is only roughly an hour long. For much of the musical, the main character, 

Remy, narrated the events instead of viewers watching the events occur themselves. 
Nonetheless, the musical is impressive considering how quickly it was made, its origin, 

and the current pandemic circumstances. It started as a singular silly song on TikTok 
in August and was available for viewing in early January. 

 The musical featured some noteworthy stars such as Tituss Burgess, Kevin 
Chamberlin, Adam Lambert, and more. Ashley Park, who plays chef Colette, remarks 

that “all of us were working 24/7...trying to finish all this” and that “this is months, if 
not years, of work that we did in two weeks.” 

 The actors worked tirelessly to put the show together, and it paid off. 
Undoubtedly people in the musical theatre business have missed putting on these 

shows, and though they will look different for a while before things return to normal, 
at least there is an alternative method. The show must go on! 
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