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	This list is for English 4 students who are English Language Learners or Special Education Students ONLY:

· Choose one book from the list below.

· Read the book over the summer.

· Complete the synopsis for grade 12.

· Bring the completed synopsis to your English teacher on the first day of school.




This list includes a variety of authors to appeal to a broad spectrum of student interests.  Some titles are recommended by the California Department of Education (CDE), American Library Association (ALA), and College Board (CB).  If a YouTube book trailer is available online, it is notated after the description of the book.  The book trailer is yet another tool that parents and students can use to help determine if this is the book they would like to read.  The English department suggests that parents and students together select thoughtfully and carefully from the list.
Airhead – Meg Cabot:  Emerson Watts doesn’t want to go to the new music megastore, but she has to take her little sister.  Disaster strikes and Emerson ends up trapped in Famous Nikki Howard’s body.  Forever. (352 pages) YouTube book trailer available.

Go Big or Go Home – Will Hobbs:  A meteorite comes right through the roof over freshman Brady’s bed and infects Brady with microbes from Mars.  At first he has incredible energy and strength, and then he starts to go numb. Fast paced adventure in an easy read. (185 pages)  

The Grimm Legacy – Polly Schulman:  Elizabeth works in a library that lends objects instead of books.  When the magical items of the Grimm collection begin to lose their magic she and her new friends try to figure out the cause. (325 pages) SLJ Best Book, Junior Library Guild Choice. YouTube trailer is available.
Little Brother – Cory Doctorow:  In San Francisco, all kinds of security is in place to make citizens safe from terrorism, but it really imposes on personal freedoms.  When the Bay Bridge is blown-up, Marcus and his friends are arrested by a group of over zealous Homeland security enforcers and Marcus decides to fight back. (382 pages) BBYA nominee. YouTube book trailer available.

Marked – Norah McClintock:  Colin’s been in trouble before, but now he’s on track and his summer job is cleaning utility poles and boxes that have been tagged.  He starts keeping track of the tags in his notebook and thinks they may be signals to a gang for which house to rob.  (103 pages)  

Nothing – Janne Teller:  When Pierre announces that nothing is important, his classmates decide they must convince him life has meaning so they assemble a pile of their most meaningful possessions each addition becoming more and more macabre. Their effort to prove they have meaning, leads to death and violence. (227 pages) BFYA, QPRR, NCB, Printz Honor Book, Batchelder Award Honor Book, PW and BKL Best Book 2010 Awards. YouTube trailer available in Spanish. Video of the author accepting award for this book is also available online.
