
Dis-ABILITY Awareness
 



* People with disabilities are people too.  
* Difference’s make everyone unique 
* Some disabilities you can see and some you 

can not see.  
* Disability does not define who you are.  

Things I want you to know



“Disability” A physical or mental 
impairment that limits one or more of 

the major life activities. 
For example: Walking, Thinking, Seeing, 

Speaking, or hearing. 



Disability comes about from birth 
or by accident.  Not all disabilities 

can be seen with your eyes. 



Some people may feel uneasy 
being around a person with 

disabilities.

  Let’s THINK, How does it make 
you feel?  



People with disabilities are simply 
people and need to be treated as 

such.
  



Visible Vs. Invisible Disabilities 

VISIBLE
 * People who are paralyzed 

and need some type of 
supports to move around

* Severe Developmental 
disability (Down syndrome) 

* A physical difference 
* Missing arms or legs 

INVISIBLE 
* People with hearing loss 
* Speech impediments may or 

may not be noticed right 
away

* People who are blind can 
look to be sighted if you do 
not notice the aid they 
require to move around 

* A learning disability may be 
misinterpreted as lack of 
intelligences or carelessness 



Talk to Me!

Don’t 
* Stare
* Point
* Laugh
* Talk about /whisper to 

friends

Do’s
* Smile and Say hello 
* Ask if they need help
* Talk to them /sit with them
* Include/play with them

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CL8GMxRW_5Y 

Questions I can ask...
1. How are you doing today?
2. What do you use your wheelchair for? Cane for? Dog for? 
3. Is it hard to concentrate when there is a lot of noise?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CL8GMxRW_5Y


Remember that people with 
disabilities are people too!.”



* Always ask a person using a wheelchair if he or she 
would like help before helping. 

* Don’t hang or lean on a person’s wheelchair
* If your conversation last more then a few minutes 

think about sitting down with them

What to do: 
People who use aids to move around 



* Always make eye contact with the person you 
are talking to

* A gentle tap on the shoulder will help you let 
them know that you are there

* Face the person  you are talking to and speak 
slowly and clearly.  Do not yell at them.

* Pencil and paper if communication breaks down 
* Speak to the person not their interpreter 

What to do: 
People who have Hearing Loss 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjGpciZkrbKAhXCaT4KHcsuBbkQjRwIBw&url=http://www.wikihow.com/Speak-Clearly-in-Public-Speeches&bvm=bv.112064104,d.cWw&psig=AFQjCNFDhSZGnm4XHRfQfK1JZRLMxMRJlA&ust=1453302029751935


What to do: 
People with Mental Disabilities

* (Limited mental function 
leads to issues with 
talking and social skills)

* Repeat what you say or 
try a different way of 
saying it

* Must be patient
* Keep instructions simple



* Always let the person know that you are 
there. 

* Don’t pet their guide dog or service animal 
while the dogs are working

* Use the persons name you are speaking to 
and speak directly to them

What to do: 
People who have a Vision Loss



What to do: 
People who have a Speech Impediment

* Do not finish their sentence for 
them. Allow them time to say 
everything they want to say

* Must be patient 
* Do not make fun of them or 

copy their speech 
* Never act like you know what a 

person is saying.  Ask the 
person to repeat or rephrase 
or offer them a pen and paper



* Write down things on paper to help them remember it 
* Must be patient 
* Text to speech software if needed
* If a person still does not understand what you are 

saying, try to say it in a different way

What to do: 
People who have a Learning disability





E.  All of the Above

B.  Rugby

C.  Soccer

D.  Hockey

A.  Basketball
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What sports can people in wheelchairs play?



D.  All of the above

B.  Doctor 

C.  Waitress 

A.  Teacher

E.  None of the above 
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Which job can a person with a dis-Ability have?



C.  A, B and D

B. In an accident

A. Born with them.

D.  Develop over time 

E.  Catch it from someone else 
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What causes someone to have a dis-Ability?



How do you introduce yourself to a person that 
has a dis-Ability? 

A.  As if they didn’t have a disability

B.  You don’t 

C.  Shake their hand, wave hello, or give a high five.

D. All of the above

E. None of the above
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E.  Be Compassionate

B.  ALL of these 

C.  Be Caring

D.  Be Patient

A.  Be Kind
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BONUS QUESTION:

If there is a student with dis-Abilities in your 
class, it is important to?  


