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SPARTAN SCRIBE 
SOUTH HIGH SCHOOL PTA 

A CALIFORNIA DISTINGUISHED SCHOOL 

STAY CONNECTED: 
 

FACEBOOK 
“South High School” 

“South High School PTA” 

 

South High Students & Families, 
 
 

Hard to believe it has been an entire year of online learning, social distancing, 
and mask-wearing! Who would have thought, this time last year, that our world 
would look so different? As I perused last year’s spring newsletter, I was 
reminded of all the fantastic programs and events we had planned for our 
students…all of which were cancelled due to COVID-19. While so much has been 
scrapped/modified this year as well, we are cautiously hopeful that the tide is 
turning. Hang in there, Spartans! 
 

Thankfully, with help from Princeton Review, we were still able to host an online 
Practice SAT Test for over 100 South High students. We were also able to honor 
some very creative Spartans with a virtual celebration of our Reflections 
winners (a few are highlighted throughout this newsletter). We invite you to 
explore their amazing submissions as well - Reflections slideshow  And check  
page 2 to see how our first-place winners fared at the next level.  
 

At this fun, online Awards Night, we honored a few exceptional adults as well. 
Recipients of our Honorary Service Awards (pages 3-4) continually go above and 
beyond for South High students and youth in our community. Our goal was to 
make them feel special, so we surprised them with a socially distant visit, which 
included lawn signs and a delicious meal, and sang their praises with a fun 
slideshow. You can enjoy it here: HSA slideshow 
 

Although the yearly College Fair was cancelled, PTA Chair Maggie Lippon and 
our SHS College & Career Counselor compiled invaluable information for our 
Spartans. Check out page 4, as well as the SHS website, for information about 
universities, test prep, vocational schools, military options, and more!  
 

We recently elected our ’21-’22 PTA Executive Board (see page 6) and thank them in advance for their 
volunteerism. If you or someone you know is interested in the office of President and/or a chair/committee 
position, please contact me at dcdiederich17@gmail.com.  
 

Happy Spring & GO SPARTANS! 
 

Deanna Diederich  
South High PTA President 
 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE… 

mailto:https://www.facebook.com/southhighpta/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1xVCQO6Xg281Ikn1crA3MistsLu3-tzadcftq5hWWow0/edit?fbclid=IwAR1ax9ADQGQDVK45rEf02SVQHjhm67MZ1RD3u0XKHKv9ffBO0tLq5rbKwQE#slide=id.gb375f6b341_0_0
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Q8DRGiFcgj4--jWSFUGRENo6Ju8riEKf/edit#slide=id.p1
mailto:dcdiederich17@gmail.com
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As reported in our last edition, we received many amazing submissions in our Reflections Art Program. Six 
first-place winners moved on to the council level, representing all TUSD, and did exceptionally well. You can 
check out all of our top entries here: Reflections slideshow 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 

 

SENIORS… 
• Look for GRAD Night updates in the coming months! 

• Stay up to date on all things SENIOR by regularly checking the SHS website’s Senior Class Central: 

https://www.tusd.org/schools/shs/campus-life/senior-class-central  

 

 
REFLECTIONS UPDATE… 

 

AWARD OF EXCELLENCE 
LITERATURE:  Jeongwon Lim 
VISUAL ARTS:  Tiffany Kwon 

MUSIC COMPOSITION: Preston Tran 
DANCE CHOREOGRAPHY: Ashley Yamashita 

*SPECIAL ARTIST PHOTOGRAPHY: Kotaro Fujita 
 

AWARD OF MERIT 
FILM PRODUCTION:  Sean McClain 

PHOTOGRAPHY:  Michelle Kim 
 

*Kotaro also received an Award of Excellence at the district 
level, representing California’s 33rd District. 

Congratulations!! 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1xVCQO6Xg281Ikn1crA3MistsLu3-tzadcftq5hWWow0/edit?fbclid=IwAR1ax9ADQGQDVK45rEf02SVQHjhm67MZ1RD3u0XKHKv9ffBO0tLq5rbKwQE#slide=id.gb375f6b341_0_0
https://www.tusd.org/schools/shs/campus-life/senior-class-central
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HONORARY SERVICE AWARDS… 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BRITTANY STANLEY, South High Therapist 
Honorary Service Award 
 

• Recently relocated from Kentucky 

• Advocate for mental health  

• Collaborated with ASB to create “Spartan Small Steps” 

• Manages a “Virtual Hang Out” for students 

• Established “Wellness Wednesdays” for students, 

faculty, and staff 

• Described as “kind”, “committed”, and “tireless” 

DEBBIE HOLZBAUER, Volunteer 
Honorary Service Award 
 

• All-American tennis player at LMU  

• Active in PTA at all 3 levels 

• Girl Scout Troop Treasurer & Cookie Mom 

• SHS PTA Vice President of Programs 

• SHS Girls Tennis team-mom 

• SHS PTA Treasurer (even AFTER Halle graduated)  

• Described as “committed”, “sweet”, and “selfless” 

JENNIFER FISHER, Volunteer 
Honorary Service Award 
 

• SHS Alum, Class of 1989 

• 13 years in PTA 

• Ran SHS Snack Bar 

• Drill Team team-mom 

• PTA Graduation Committee, 2020 

• PTA Executive Vice President 

• PTA Grad Night Chair, 2021 

• Advocate for special education 
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COLLEGE INFORMATION… 
  

MICHELLE FOURNIER, SHS Principal 
Outstanding Administrator Award 
 

• Mom to SHS alumni, Brett, Brooke, & Tessa 
• At South High for 30+ years: Student Teacher, 

English Teacher, Assistant Principal, Principal 
• Challenging teachers to use innovative teaching 

practices during pandemic 
• Constantly striving to make the year memorable, 

despite distance learning 
• Looks great in a Spartan costume 
• Described by staff as “genuine”, “humorous”, and 

“energetic” 
 

We, once again, congratulate all our honorees and 
thank them for their support of our Spartans! You 

can check out their slideshow here: HSA slideshow 

 

 

Check out the new College Planning Information page on South High’s website. You will find helpful tools and 
resources such as Where to Begin, College Search, How-to Use the Resource Page, and an extensive list of 
websites and physical addresses of U.S. Colleges and Universities.   
Connect with a college or school that is a right fit for you! 
https://www.tusd.org/schools/shs/counseling/college-prep-information 
 

Register for a VIRTUAL COLLEGE FAIR 
This year, College Fairs are more convenient – you can attend from the comfort of your own home.   Drop in 
on an upcoming virtual college fair, offered by hundreds of colleges, to hear about student life, majors, 
financial aid, scholarships, and much more. 
Get more information and register at College Board or NACAC.  
 

BIG FUTURE DAYS COLLEGE FAIR 
College Board is hosting its first-ever series of virtual college fairs called Big Future Days. Students will have a 
chance to explore colleges in a way that is not overwhelming, ask questions about topics they want to learn 
about, and act on key college planning steps. 
• Save the dates: March 7thand March 11th.  

• Register at cb.org/bigfuturedays. 

 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Q8DRGiFcgj4--jWSFUGRENo6Ju8riEKf/edit#slide=id.p1
https://www.tusd.org/schools/shs/counseling/college-prep-information
https://pages.collegeboard.org/big-future-days
https://virtualcollegefairs.org/events
http://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/2nZHCZ6RPqUo32RJiPQzCs
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UPCOMING EVENTS… 
 

March 

3rd     PTA Board Meeting* 

10th  Senior Breakfast drive-thru 

10th-25th  Junior programming 

14th   Daylight Savings 

15th  Staff Development – no school 

16th-19th Celebration of the Arts Week 

25th-2nd Sophomore programming 

 

April 

2nd  Lip Sync 

5th-9th  Spring Break 

14th  PTA Board Meeting* 

21st PTA Association Meeting* (subject to change) 

27th School Site Council Meeting 

 

May 

3rd-14th AP Testing 

4th  Teacher Appreciation* 

5th   PTA Board Meeting* 

26th  Baccalaureate 

31st  Memorial Day – no school 

 

*denotes PTA-sponsored event 
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2021-2022 SHS PTA EXECUTIVE BOARD… 
Congratulations to our newly elected Executive Board members.  

If YOU would like to get involved, feel free to contact a board member.  
*to be elected by incoming board  

 

PRESIDENT: Open 

EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT: Michelle Briggs 

1ST VP – PROGRAMS: Gina Magee 

2ND VP – WAYS & MEANS: Colan Kwock 

3RD VP – MEMBERSHIP: Suzanne French 

4TH VP – HOSPITALITY: Deanna Diederich 

RECORDING SECRETARY: Julie Sullivan* 

TREASURER: Cheryl Yamashita 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY: Sarah McCanless* 

AUDITOR: Yvonne Beck 

HISTORIAN: Kathy Patterson 

                  

 
 

            


