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A Message From Our PTA President, 

Katie Zelhart, katiezelhart@yahoo.com 
It’s June and another school year has come to an end.  I don’t think 

anyone could have anticipated the  developments during the past 12 

weeks. Personally, it’s been a roller coaster ride. Homeschooling 

three children is not an easy task. I have a newfound appreciation for 

our teachers, administrators, and wonderful staff at Riviera. As a 

take away, I am looking at all of the positives achieved during lock-

down. Countless books read, bike rides galore, sunset beach walks 

and invaluable family time that I will most likely appreciate more in 

years to come. I am thankful for the support from this community during these trying 

times. I feel so lucky to be part of this special community and look forward to being 

(physically) together in the near future.  

And with that school will be out for the summer! But before we go, I want to thank my 

PTA Executive Board.  This has been a very successful and unprecedented year.   

Christie Forshey (Principal & Advisor) – We truly have the best Principal ever!  Christie 
is a gifted administrator with a heart of gold. She truly cares for each of our children 
like her own. Christie, I value your guidance, wisdom, and most of all friendship.  The 
PTA couldn’t achieve all of its goals without your support.  You are the heart and soul 
of this school, and the community is so lucky to have you as our fearless leader. Thank 
you for all that you do! 
 
Kristen McCampbell (Executive Vice President) – You are amazing, and by far have the 

best T-shirt collection ever! I love your carefree attitude and endless enthusiasm. You 

are always willing to help wherever and whenever is needed. Thank you so much for 

your creativity, support, and laughter.   

Marie Kelly (1st Vice President) – Organization, organization, organization! The coordi-

nation of all of our field trips and assemblies is no easy task, but you made it look      

effortless.  Your attention to detail is outstanding and always comes with a smile.  

Thanks for all of your hard work.  Riviera is lucky to have you.   

Maria Crawford (2nd Vice President) – Maria, you are truly an inspiration to all. You are 

definitely leaving Riviera with a legacy that will be difficult to replicate. The amount of 

lives you have positively impacted is noteworthy. Riviera is a better place because of 

you. Thank you for your wisdom, friendship and spirit. You are a very special person.  

Crossing my fingers Zane becomes a Rattlesnake. 

Laura Kerekes (3rd Vice Presidents) – Laura, thanks for all of the hard work you do to 

offer such meaningful community service activities for our kids. You have a big job 

with lots of moving pieces but you rocked it all year long.  And, you made it look so 

easy.  Thanks for all you do for our school!                                                        (continued) 
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Erika Glinsky (4th Vice President) – Erika’s zoom meeting contributions were the 

highlight of my April. Thanks for bringing humor and honesty to the board. You 

go above and beyond, and I truly appreciate all that you do for Riviera especially 

considering the full plate you have. I am in awe. Thanks for your time, whit, and 

gentle nature.  

Missy Williams (5th Vice President) – Riviera’s amazing volunteers are the key component to our incredible 

school. Missy organizes them all with a smile with the most put together outfits ever! You bring thoughtful in-

sight to our board. Party planning is definitely your strong suit and I can’t thank you enough for always lending 

a helping hand. Thanks for all that you do! 

Marissa Bernal (6th Vice President) – Thank you Marissa, for being in charge of our hospitality efforts.  Kids, 

she is the one who coordinates the treats at our events (she’s very cool). Thanks for organizing the Interna-

tional Fair and being committed to Riviera.   

Denise Carr (Treasurer) – Denise, I can’t say enough about your efforts this year.  You make sure Riviera’s 

budget remains on track and you keep me in line regarding rules and regulations. I appreciate your 

knowledge, dedication, and valuable input. Thanks for being the go to person when it comes to making sure 

we are doing things correctly.  

Clara Baum (Auditor) – Thank you Clara for making sure our books are in order. You bring valuable insight to 

our discussions and are always willing to lend a helping hand. I appreciate your commitment to council        

association meetings. Your efforts do not go unnoticed.  Thanks! 

Jill Stronsider (Recording Secretary) – I appreciate your time and commitment to our Board.  

I thank you for attending all council association meetings this year. Your detail to our sometimes long              

discussions is commendable. The minutes are typically spot on. Thanks for all that you do. 

Sara McKown (Financial Secretary) – Sara, thank you for keeping up with Riviera’s countless deposits. It’s a 

lot of counting! Thank you for always being available and present. Sara is taking on the huge responsibility of 

President next year and I couldn’t think of a better person to lead the charge. During these unprecedented 

times, Sara’s enthusiasm will steer us in the right direction. Thanks for taking the lead and good luck next 

year! 

Jen Pyle (Corresponding Secretary): Jen is the master of technology. She solves all of our technical challeng-

es. Her knowledge and willingness to help is appreciated. Thanks so much for trying to get Riviera’s PTA to be 

technically savvy (I know, it’s a big undertaking J).  

Stephanie Capek (Historian) – Stephanie, thanks for all that you do. I know keeping track of our volunteer 

hours is not the easiest task but you got it done.  Your insight and willingness to help is invaluable. Thanks for 

everything and for taking on the huge task of Ways and Means next year.  

Julia Alty (Parliamentarian) – Thank you for being on top of our bylaws and rules. Your constructive               

suggestions were invaluable to our success this year.  You are always willing to help out and keep our meet-

ings on track.  Thanks! 

Lastly, I would like to thank all the parents and grandparents who volunteered endless hours this year.                  

Library docents, room parents, classroom assistants, event volunteers, Adventures in Art docents, and every 

PTA Board member – thank you for making Riviera awesome! 

     

    Have a great summer! 

-Katie Zelhart, Riviera PTA President 
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Our school closure due to the COVID19 -Coronavirus Pandemic will go 

down in history and will be remembered forever by each of us.  This un-

precedented event reminds us of how important cooperation, empathy, 

and science are for our entire world. I am proud of each one of you as you 

transitioned quickly from normal school days into Virtual Learning.  You 

handled it like the Superstars I know you to be.   Speaking of Super Stars…

be sure to save your superstars for Character Counts prizes for next year! 

There are no words to describe how grateful and humbled I am to be the 

principal at Riviera Elementary School and to work with amazing teachers, staff, and parents who 

adapted quickly to meet the needs of our students. 

Congratulations to Carolyn Coleman, First Grade Teacher, and Lanny Crandall, Para-educator, on 

your retirements! We celebrate your careers, the difference that you’ve made in the lives of chil-

dren, and wish you the best in retirement!  

Throughout Mrs. Coleman’s 40 year career in education, she has taught K-8th grades in several CA 

districts (San Bernardino, Inglewood, TUSD, and in the state of Mississippi). When her husband 

served in the Air Force, her sons attended school all around the world. Once settled in Torrance, 

her sons, Tommy and Jonathan, attended Bert Lynn and West High School.  Mrs. Coleman and her 

husband will be moving to Texas and will be close to five of her grandchildren.   Leave a memory 

message at the following tribute link 

https://www.tribute.co/carolyn-coleman/?

utm_campaign=website&utm_source=sendgrid.com&utm_medium=email 

Mr. Lanny Crandall has been a TUSD employee since 2009. He has been a para-educator at Tor-

rance High, Calle Mayor, and Riviera Elementary School.   

To Riviera’s Class of 2020 - 103 Special Students and Their Parents. . . My heart is 

sad that I won’t be able to congratulate each of you in person as you complete 

your 5th grade year at Riviera.  I will miss the traditions of the 5th grade promo-

tion, the 5th grade party, and the chicken dance at our last flag assembly.  But, I 

will always remember our Roadrunners growing up before our eyes - from kindergarteners to 

young men and woman, the relationships with your families, the fun and learning during your el-

ementary journey. We will miss you and your families and want you to stay connected to Riviera 

Elementary School! The staff will always be here to support you and cheer you on. 

Thank you to Katie Zelhart for serving as PTA President for the past two years! 

Did you know that Katie is a past Roadrunner, has three children, and serves on 

two PTA boards, Riviera President and RMS Treasurer?!  Under her PTA leader-

ship, school programs and supports for all students, teachers, and community 

have continued to excel all year and during school closure! Next year, Katie will 

serve as Treasurer at Riviera.     

I also want to thank the 2019-2020 PTA Board and Chairpersons for their commitment to Riviera!  

Every event here is noteworthy and every parent volunteer is appreciated! Your work has made a 

( continued) 
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positive impact on Riviera’s 635 students, 100 staff members, and on families!  Another missed 

tradition will be the celebration of all Riviera volunteers at our annual Volunteer Tea.  So here is 

a shout out to each and every parent that has supported Riviera Elementary students, staff, and 

school this year. Thank you parent volunteers. 

The last day of school will be Thursday, June 11, 2020. At 11:30, a virtual flag assembly is sched-

uled to celebrate completion of the school year with the annual Chicken Dance and countdown 

until summer.  5, 4, 3, 2, 1!  

Congratulations to all on completing a school year that we will never forget. Here is to health, 

happiness, and a wonderful summer. I will keep you posted on Riviera’s reopening as more infor-

mation is determined.  At this time, the first day of school will be August 26, 2020.  I cannot wait 

to see you and I cannot wait to hold a Class of 2020 reunion for a proper celebration.  

-Christie Forshey, Proud Principal 

A Big Thank You! From Erica Glinsky,                
VP of Membership  

 

Hi all! We have a big year to celebrate with regards to Riviera PTA 
membership! We were able to get 100% of teachers on our member-
ship roster this year AND we surpassed membership numbers over 
both of the last two years! We couldn’t have done it without the help of 
our fabulous Riviera volunteers! Thank you all! 

 

And a special shout out to: 

Magalie Busch, Yearbook Chairperson/Editor-in-Chief  

Thank you for taking on the huge job of creating and organizing all of our photo memories into a 
beautiful yearbook to be enjoyed by our Riviera students, staff, and families! This quarantine has 
thrown yearbook design for a loop this year and you have handled it with grace and spirit! Riviera 
will miss you next year! 

Julie Sullivan, Newsletter Chairperson  

Thank you so much for all your hard work and commitment creating and editing our monthly         
newsletter so we can all keep up-to-date with our school and PTA events and activities! We are so 
grateful to have you to keep us organized, informed, and connected at Riviera!  

Jen Pyle, Website and Directory Chairperson  

Thank you for organizing and editing information from hundreds of families to create our student  
directory for all students and families to enjoy and use to keep in touch with one another! And thank 
you for providing us with an invaluable website that allows families to access up-to-date                    
information about Riviera easily!  

To all our dedicated volunteers, we are so thankful for all the volunteer time,  
energy, and commitment you have given to Riviera this year! 
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Congratulations to Mrs. Carolyn Coleman on 40 

years of  service educating children!                               

Our 5th graders 

“graduated” with a 

virtual promotion             

ceremony on           

Monday! 

We are proud of  our 

5th graders!   

Best of  luck in middle 

school! 
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THANK YOU from 2nd VP of  Ways and 
Means - Maria S. Crawford 

It has been an honor to serve as the 2nd VP of Ways and Means this year.  After 14 
amazing years at Riviera, it’s hard to believe this is my last year as a Roadrunner 
parent.  It will be hard to not be part of the Riviera FUNdraising team; as I’ve been 
Ways and Means VP for 3 years and the Chair of the Annual Giving Campaign for 6 
years!  Most people assume this position is a tough one, but in reality, the culture 
of giving we have here at Riviera makes this job easy and more rewarding than 
ever.  One thing I’ve learned over the years is that it really does take a team effort 
and I could not have done this job without my fantastic Ways and Means Team!  I 
am so grateful to all of the Chairs and Committee Members who consistently give their time, talent, money, 
and resources so that every Riviera student can have an exceptional education and future.     

Kristen McCampbell (Fashion Wear) - You took fashion to a whole new level at Riviera!  Your eye for chic 
trends is second to none and I have loved all the attire you have picked out.  Thank you also for always helping 
with our AGC Expo bags.  Your “fashion shoes” will be hard to fill!    

Moe DesRochers (Student Wear) - I have loved getting to know you this year.  You are so EASY to work with 
and one of the most reliable chairs I’ve ever had.  Thank you for always working hard behind the scenes and 
never letting anything “ruffle your feathers” no matter how crazy it got.  Your expertise and talent are very 
much appreciated. 
 
Cameron Ross (Restaurant Nights) – Thank you for staying on top of our restaurant nights, and making sure 
we were booked at the most profitable places in order to get the most bang for our buck!  You did a GREAT 
job bringing our community together and raising money at the same time. 

Jessica Suckow (Box Tops) – Thank you for handling all of our Box Tops Fundraisers and helping us go 
“digital” this year.  It was such a pleasure getting to know you! 

Michael Pandolfo (Shamrock Shuffle) - You have been an awesome chair for the past 6 years and your 
“running shoes” will be really tough to fill!  I know how incredibly hard you and your entire team worked this 
year to host another successful Fun Run.  Even though we didn’t have the live event, thank you for putting to-
gether the virtual run and letting our community CONNECT that way.  I will truly miss working with you.  And a 
special shout out to your “right hands, "Cameron Ross and Katie Zelhart, for all your hard work as well. 

Stacey Winter-Gaines (Gala and Escrip) – Where do I start?  Stacey, you go above and beyond in everything 
you do.  Your efforts have helped make our Escrip/Community Partners program a hugely successful one.  
And a BIG thank you for stepping up as our Gala chair this year.  You put in hundreds of hours of time to plan 
the perfect event and although we didn’t get to actually have the gala this year, your hard work and dedica-
tion did not go unnoticed or unappreciated.  You enthusiastically jumped into a role that was brand new to you 
and embraced it, all while working full-time!  Thank you also to all the moms and dads who contributed to our 
gala planning!  “Studio 54” will have to wait until next year. 

Leslie Johnson (Handbag Bingo) and the BINGO BABES committee - Leslie, you brought an idea to Riviera 
and ran with it!!  Bingo Night was a MASSIVE success.  Who knew playing BINGO could be so fun!???  It would 
never have happened without your vision and leadership.  Thanks to you and your whole committee for such a 
great night.   I can’t wait to be there next year...as a player!   

Katie Pandolfo (Matching/Business Outreach/Expo) – Katie, your never-ending dedication and support of       
Riviera, as a full-time working mom, is something that is hard to find!  You built our Corporate Matching Dona-
tions into a hugely successful program and were instrumental in restructuring the “Back to School Expo” into 
an event that would more than double our AGC donations year after year!  Thank you for consistently going 
above and beyond your chair duties to help me whenever I asked.  I could always count on you and will really 
miss working with you next year.   

Jenny Yiakas and Heidi Duncan (AGC Co-Chairs) – I am really going to miss our Tuesday mornings!  I can’t 
thank you both enough for volunteering (ok, I know I had to beg a bit) to take over AGC.  I absolutely cannot 
think of anyone better suited to be the “faces” of the Annual Giving Campaign than the two of you.  There is no  

(continued) 
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doubt y’all will ROCK it and you know I am happy to help anyway I can (especially if I can sip coffee and eat 
banana bread)!  I love you both to the moon and back!  

Katie Zelhart (PTA President) – I still remember first meeting you at my house with Carolin.  I’m sure you 
thought we were both complete nuts! lol.  I am so glad we have become such great friends since that initial 
meeting.  You have been an awesome PTA President and your motto “no problem, it will be easy” always 
helped me smile when situations seemed tough.  It has been an honor and a blast to be part of your team.   

Christie Forshey (Proud Principal) - Riviera is so lucky to have a principal with your unique ability to handle 
problems with total neutrality and professionalism.  But most of all, a principal who is engaged and loves her 
school.  Thank you for 14 years of support, advice, encouragement, and most of all, friendship.   

Amy and Amy B (Office Staff) – As Dorothy once said to the Scarecrow “I think I’ll miss you most of all.”        
Seriously, you two probably saw me more than your own families! Over the years, you have heard me           
celebrate, complain, laugh, and cry in that PTA closet.  (You’ve seen me hide from people in there too!)  My 
favorite memory is sitting on the floor drilling open the PTA safe and you both looking at me like it was no big 
deal.  “Oh, it’s just Maria with a power drill.  No biggie!”  I am not sure people realize JUST HOW MUCH y’all do 
for the school!  Thank you for always offering me a helping hand, a friendly smile, and a “buzz” at the gate to 
let me in.  I will miss our conversations about EVERYTHING very much. 

Last but not least, a very special thank you to Stephanie Capek, for stepping up and taking over this position 
next year.  I KNOW you will be a fantastic Vice President of Ways and Means because you are just as passion-
ate about FUNdraising as I am.  You love the school and the community and it shows.  Please call on me       
anytime for advice!   

To each and every volunteer at Riviera Elementary, it is because of ALL OF YOU that we are able to give our 
kids a better education and a chance to succeed.  It has been a beautiful 14 years at Riviera Elementary for 
the Crawford family.  Keep the legacy of excellence strong for the next generation.  Until we meet again…  

 
The IN Crowd! 

 

 

 

 

INform, INvolve and INspire 
 

Thank you for another INcredible year!  With over 120 leaders, peers, mentors, and mini-

mentors, we had a great time with our morning walks, social outings, lunch meetings and 

more.  Thank you to all our participants and parents, especially Michael Pandolfo, who 

stepped up to volunteer for this very important inclusive program.   A special shout out to 

Hilary Forrester for helping me every step of the way and who will hopefully be taking over 

next year!  I will miss seeing everyone but I know the legacy that the IN Crowd program 

started will last for years to come.  Remember…We’ve always been IN this together!    

         Love, Ms. Crawford   
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Annual Giving Campaign  

OUR COMMITTEE ROCKS IT! 
 

Thank You to the most amazing FUNdraising committee EVER,            

helping raise over $145,000 towards our PTA goal of $245,000 and 

breaking yet ANOTHER record at our Back to School Expo! The An-

nual Giving Campaign is Riviera PTA’s largest fundraiser and it can’t 

be done alone.   It definitely takes a village and the AGC village is 

awesome.  I will miss working with each and every one of you!   
 

Thank you for your support, hard-work,                         

dedication, and most of all...friendship!  
 

Jen Adams 
Shelly Boozer 

Katy Butler 
Kelly and Jason Cardona 

Denise Carr-Gianetta 
Becky and Brett Egan 

Jennifer Gott  
Leslie Johnson 
Laura Kerekes 

Kristen McCampbell 
Katie and Michael Pandolfo 

Shannon Pereira 
Cameron Ross 
Katie Zelhart  

 

And a very special thank you to our new co-chairs!! 
Heidi Duncan  
Jenny Yiakas 

 

Join the 2020-2021AGC FUNdraising team! 
Email us at Riviera.PTA.AGC@gmail.com  
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 A huge thank you to all of you who packed trash-free lunches 
every Tuesday or more, and came to help with the sorting 

stations!  

A special shout out to Sheri Kennell for all the help! 

 Let’s keep acting for our environment this summer with 
trash-free picnics and mineral sunscreen! 

What’s the deal with sunscreen?   

Why should I stop using the easy-to-spread kinds or the even easier sunscreen sprays? 

There are two types of sunscreens:  Mineral Sunscreen and Chemical Sunscreen. 

Mineral Sunscreen active ingredients:   Zinc Oxide or Titanium Dioxide. Mineral               
sunscreens lay on top of the skin, acting as a barrier between you and the sun. They 
are safe for you and safe for the ocean. 

Chemical Sunscreen active ingredients: Oxybenzone, Octinoxate, Homosalate,            
Avobenzone, Osticalate, and Octocrylene. 

Chemical Sunscreens are dangerous for two reasons: 

1. They absorb into the skin instead of laying on top of it, therefore entering your  
bloodstream.  These chemicals are either hormone disruptors (especially bad for 
developing kids), can cause organ toxicity, enhance absorption of pesticides, or are 
actually unstable in sunshine, therefore needing to be mixed with chemical                 
stabilizers!  

2. They kill coral reef!  Chemical sunscreens have the opposite effect on coral reefs 
than they do on human skin, making coral more sensitive to the sun’s rays, causing 
it to become bleached and die!  

So many thanks from Missy Williams, VP of 

Room Parents and Volunteers 
 

I’m sending out the most heartfelt of thanks to all of our amazing Room Parents who form the 
foundation of support for every student here at Riviera. As RPs, you are who we all seek out 
when we have a question, you keep us up to date and informed about all classroom and school 

activities, you are fabulous party planners, masterful donation gatherers, contribution coordinators for events both big 
and small, Shutterfly site managers, the list goes on and on. You all give so much to our wonderful community, and you 
kept up the work even once we began learning from home. The entire school is truly grateful for all you do. Many many 
thanks! 
 

We love you, RPs! Sara McKown, Gretchen Lent, Katie Bengerno, Erin Hernandez, Julie Araujo, Tina Jordan, 
Jacqueline Guy, Hilary Forrester, Stephanie Capek, Julia Alty, Becky Egan, Erika Glinsky, Katie Zelhart, Jessie 
Suckow, Tina Schnittger, Shelley Boozer, Sarah Whittington, Jill Strosnider, Michelle Fleming, Sara Gil, Kristen 
McCampbell, Denise Gianetta, Julie Sullivan, Sharon Wykoff, Laura Kerekes, Marissa Bernal, Janna Trolia, and Katy 
Butler. 
 

Thank you to Jen Rauzon and Natalie Keelan for running our Riviera Library. The library is a highlight in our children’s 
weekly schedule and these two, under the guidance of Katy Butler and the assistance of our dedicated classroom do-
cents, worked hard behind the scenes to make it all happen.  
 

Thank you to Jamie Bly and Molly McGee for leading Adventures in Art at Riviera. AIA is such an awesome program 
and it couldn’t happen without our two AIA leaders and the amazing classroom docents who bring the joy of art to all of 
our kids. 
 

Finally, thank you to Jen Adams and Tina Schnittger, for once again being our amazing Honorary Service Awards 
Chairs. You both have gone above and beyond to make our deserving award recipients feel the Riviera Love! 

Protect your family,        

protect your ocean! 

Only buy Mineral Based 

Sunscreen this summer! 
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Thank you to all our Community Services chairs for their hard 
work this year... 
 
Cecil Namer, Book Fair  
Thank you for the countless hours you spent planning, setting up, and taking down the 
"Arctic Adventure" Book Fair. The children look forward to going every year.  Thanks for 
making it special. 
 
Jen Gott, Emergency Prep  
Thank you for putting together all the student's emergency kits and selling them at the beginning of the school year. We 
appreciate you doing this every year.   
 
Barbara White & Missy Williams, Family Events  
Thank you for planning a super fun Father /Daughter "Sock Hop" and a virtual Mother/Son "Costume Closet" theme 
dance. Also, thanks for organizing "Monsters Inc." Movie Night. The children love the yummy treats and watching a 
movie with their friends and family. We appreciate all your hard work and creativity you put into these events. Barbara, 
we appreciate you and will miss you next year! 
  
Jill Strosnider, Red and Blue Ribbon 
Thanks Jill, for chairing these events. You did a great job planning a full week of activities that promoted an Anti-Drug 
and Anti-Bully Campaign on campus.  
 
Michele McCarthy, Firefighter Appreciation  
Thank you again for making our local firefighters feel special. Thanks for organizing breakfast and a special assembly to 
recognize them.  
 
Stacey Winter Gaines, Scholarship  
Thank you for your hard work in finding recipients to receive the Riviera scholarships. We appreciate you and will miss 
you next year! 
 
Kristen McCampbell, Bike Rodeo  
Thanks for starting to organize this event. We look forward to it happening next school year. 
 
Shannon Pereira, Relay for Life  
Thanks again for stepping up to be our Riviera team leader. Thank you for organizing bake sales to raise money for the 
American Cancer Society. 
 
Maria Crawford, IN Crowd  
A big thank you to Maria Crawford for starting the IN Crowd at Riviera where "We are all in this together." IN Crowd's 
motto is to INform, INvolve, and Inspire, which you have done for our children. We appreciate all the hours you have 
spent giving to the Riviera community. We will miss you next year!    
 
       Thanks to you all for making Riviera a special place! 
       Laura Kerekes, VP Community Service 

 

Get ready for our PTA 

Reflections theme for 

next school year! 


