
Hello Hickory Families,

I wanted to take a moment to introduce myself. My name is Cindy Leach and I could not be more

excited and proud to be the principal of Hickory Elementary School! I began my career in TUSD

as a 2nd grade teacher at Walteria Elementary School in 2002. In 2010, I moved to J.H. Hull

Middle School as a 6th grade English/Social Studies teacher. I was fortunate enough to become

the Assistant Principal at J.H. Hull MS in 2016 where I remained until 2021 when I moved to be

the Assistant Principal at Calle Mayor. And now, to the highlight of my career thus far, I have

the honor of being your principal. I cannot wait to meet each and every one of you in the coming

weeks and build lasting relationships with the entire Hickory community.

We do have some big changes coming in regards to our staffing with the beginning of this school

year. Not only am I filling the difficult to fill shoes of Hickory’s former principal, Mrs. Mabery,

but Ms. Kim, Hickory’s Assistant Principal, has moved on to a new job opportunity as well. We

are currently in the final stages of hiring a new Assistant Principal to help guide our campus to

ensure that all students are achieving at their highest potential.

Along with Hickory’s administrative changes this year, we have a new Staff Assistant, Ms.

Kristin Bustamante. We will also be hiring a new Office Assistant. More information to come…

KINDERGARTEN FAMILIES:

Our school website currently shows that there will be ESGI Kinder Assessments beginning Aug.

15. These assessments will not be occurring at this time. Any assessments that are needed for

your students will be completed during school hours once the school year has started. We are

working on taking those test dates off of our website, but at the moment it is proving difficult

to remove.

The 2022-2023 school year is bringing many changes with it. While change can be scary, it can

also be just what is needed. I am confident that our Hickory Hound community is going to have a

truly amazing year together. I look forward to meeting many of you during our Registration days

on Aug. 18 & 19 and to a successful school year.

If you have any questions-or just would like to say hello- please feel free to email me at

leach.cindy@tusd.org.

Mrs. Leach

Principal

Hickory Elementary School
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