Casimir Families:

Researchers are finding that an anonymous reporting system used by school children to report concerning behaviors is reducing the number of instances of suicide, school violence, and planned school attacks. TUSD students and families have the Say Something Anonymous Reporting System available to them operated by the violence prevention group, Sandy Hook Promise. 

Our students are using the system, and mid-year is a good time to remind students and families how they can access the app, phone number, or website to submit an anonymous report. Our students are reporting everything from bullying, suicide ideation, potential violent acts, and drug use. These reports are helping us all to intervene in a timely manner and provide the help and support our students need.


Overview::

	Anonymous tips do prevent school shootings



Anonymous reporting systems used by schoolchildren to report concerning behavior among their peers has resulted in the prevention of numerous instances of suicide, school violence, and planned attacks, according to a new study. 

Researchers studied data from the Say Something Anonymous Reporting System, operated by the violence prevention group Sandy Hook Promise - In a review of tips submitted from 2019 to 2023 in one southeastern state, the researchers found that the anonymous reporting system enabled 1,039 confirmed mental health interventions, 109 "saves," whereby clear evidence of imminent suicide crisis was present and averted, prevented 38 acts of school-violence including weapons recovered on school grounds, and averted six confirmed planned school attacks. 

Nearly 10% of tips received were related to firearms, which researchers noted are the leading cause of death among children and adolescents. “The urgency of firearm-related tips highlights the need to educate families on firearm violence prevention and ensure support and response protocols for school systems,” the authors said while noting the importance of greater awareness of anonymous reporting programs by public health and medical professionals.
