Choosing a College

Choosing the right college or university can be an exciting venture, but it does require thought and planning.  Exploring college options takes time, often several years.  The freshman year is not too soon to learn about college entrance requirements since admission often depends upon selecting an appropriate high school program.

Criteria to Consider When Evaluating Colleges
· Size of student body

· Predominantly residential or not

· Location of campus

· Background, abilities, and motivation of the students

· Availability of a good program in desired field

· Quality of the faculty

· Cost

· General environment of the college

· Admissions requirements

· Reputation of the institution

· Coed or single sex

· Extra-curricular programs

High school Counselors help students understand college entrance requirements and select an appropriate high school program, direct students to financial aid and scholarship information, and help to clarify requirements and assess colleges a student is considering.  In addition to the numerous catalogs and guides available in the Career Center, all colleges and universities are available on the Internet for information regarding academic requirements and campus tours. The Counselors also schedule college representatives to visit each year to discuss opportunities available through the respective schools.  Students as well as parents are encouraged to take advantage of all the available resources when making the important decision about which colleges to apply.

College Visitations
Neither pictures nor the most glowing descriptions by recruiters can capture a college’s spirit and atmosphere.  A visit to a college campus is the best way to learn about its qualities and to get a “feel” for what it would be like to study there.  The sophomore and junior years are excellent times for high school students and their parents to tour college campuses.

Tips for Gaining the Most From a College Visit
· Visit during the week, if possible.

· Request to spend the night in a campus dormitory.

· Make arrangements to visit classes.

· Take a guided tour of the campus.

· Arrange to talk with professors, coaches, or other people of special interest.

· Arrange for an interview with an admissions officer.

· Read bulletin boards, message boards, and posters to find out about campus activities.

· Arrange to observe activities, athletics, student government, drama, etc.

· Develop a list of questions to ask and things to look for while on the campus.

· Evaluate the following during the visit:

· atmosphere

· student union and dormitories

· library and research facilities

· facilities in major departments

· opportunities for extra-curricular activities

Students can make arrangements for college tours by calling or writing the admissions office.  A campus map and parking information should be requested at the same time arrangements are made for a visit.

College Fair

The College Fair, an annual event sponsored by the Torrance Council of PTA’s each spring, provides an opportunity for students and their parents to meet with representatives from more than one hundred colleges and universities throughout the United States.  Representatives answer questions and provide brochures and other information about their institutions.  Information about the Fair will be mailed in the parent newsletter.  The College Fair rotates among the four high school campuses.

General Preparation for College
Students need to be aware of both general college preparatory courses and high school graduation requirements as they plan their high school program.  Students who are uncertain about which college or university they would like to attend should give priority to completing the “a-g” subject requirements of the University of California.  Students who are well prepared for college or university work will have completed as a minimum:

· Four years of English

· Three or more years of college preparatory courses

· Mathematics including Algebra 1, Geometry and Algebra 2

· Two or more years of the same foreign language

· Two or more years of laboratory science

· Two or more years of history and social science

· One year of a Visual and Performing Arts course

COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Four Purposes of Community Colleges

· To learn occupational or technical skills.
· To earn a certificate in a vocational area.
· To earn an Associate of Arts Degree or an Associate of Science Degree in a
general education program or a vocational program.
· To prepare to transfer to a four-year college or university with or without receiving
an associate degree.
Advantages
· A wide choice of classes leading to a vocational certificate, and Associate of Art
(AA) or Associate of Science (AS) degree, or credits transferable to a 4 year college.
· It is not necessary to leave home since most students commute.
· The cost is the least expensive of  all the higher education options.
Admission Requirements
· High school graduates.
· Individuals over 18 years of age who can profit by college instruction.
· Students who have passed the California High School Proficiency Examination.
Costs
· The student buys his/her own books and supplies and pays a small health and
parking fee.
· Semester tuition is charged based on the number of units taken by the student.
Tests Required
· Neither the SAT or ACT is required for admission.  However, students enrolling
in AA or AS degree program will be required to take English and Mathematics
placement exams which are given by the college.  The student must make an
appointment in advance to take these tests, which are usually given in the Spring
semester.
Address of our Community College: 

El Camino College







16007 Crenshaw Blvd.







Torrance, CA 90506
Other near-by Community College:

Los Angeles Harbor College

1111 Figueroa Place

Wilmington, CA  90744

EL CAMINO COMMUNITY COLLEGE
El Camino Community College District encompasses the Torrance Unified School District and 
admits high school graduates, students who have earned a Certificate of Proficiency from the 
State of California, or individuals who are at least 18 years of age. 
Placement tests are required in English, mathematics and chemistry prior to enrollment in 
freshman level courses in each of these subjects.  Students may complete the requirements for the 
first two years of a four year college program or may take vocational programs.
                                            ASSOCIATE IN SCIENCE MAJORS
A.S. DEGREE--Vocational
A.S. DEGREE--Transfer
Administration of Justice
Administration of Justice
Air Conditioning and Refrigeration
Architecture
Architecture
Astronomy
Auto Collision Repair/Painting
Biology
Auto Technology
Business Administration
Business Majors:
Chemistry

Accounting
Computer Science

Business Management
Family and Consumer Studies

Marketing
Fire and Emergency Technology

Office Administration
Geography
Computer Aided Design /Drafting
Geology
Computer Information Systems
Industrial Technology
Construction Technology
Laboratory Technician(Medical)
Cosmetology
Mathematics
Electronics and Computer Hardware Technology
Physics
     (pending State approval)
Pre-Dentistry
Environmental Horticultural Science
Pre-Engineering

Environmental Technology
Pre-Medicine

Family and Consumer Studies
Pre-Nursing
Fashion 
Pre-Optometry
Fire & Emergency Technology
Pre-Pharmacy
Laboratory Technician (Medical)

Legal Assistant

Machine Tool Technology

Manufacturing Technology

Nursing

Photography

Quality Assurance


Radiologic Technology

Real Estate

Respiratory Care

Sign Language/Interpreter Training

Welding





ASSOCIATE IN ARTS MAJORS
A.A. DEGREE—Vocational and/or Transfer:
American Studies
French
Music
Spanish
Anthropology
General Science
Philosophy
Speech Communication
Art
General Studies
Physical Education
Theater
Childhood Education
German
Physical Sciences

Dance
History
Political Science

Economics
Japanese
Psychology

         
English
Journalism
Recreation

Ethnic Studies
Liberal Studies
Sociology
   
Film/Video
  (Elementary Sch. Teaching)  
     (State Approval)
EL CAMINO COLLEGE CERTIFICATES
El Camino College offers a variety of programs with a certificate awarded upon completion.  A CERTIFICATE OF 
COMPETENCE is granted to students who complete the prescribed program with an average grade of "B" or better. 
A CERTIFICATE OF COMPLETION is granted to students who complete the prescribed program with an average 
grade of "C".  Each of the programs requires a substantial number of courses in a particular field.  Unlike degree programs, 
courses outside the field are not generally required.  Currently certificates are granted in the fields of:
CERTIFICATE OF COMPETENCE

CERTIFICATE OF COMPLETION
Air Conditioning and Refrigeration 
Administration of Justice
Architecture
Air Conditioning and Refrigeration
Art/Art Gallery Management
Art Gallery Management
Art/Jewelry Design and Fabrication 
Art/Jewelry Design and Fabrication
Automotive Collision/Repair Painting 
Auto Collision/Repair Painting
Automotive Technology
Automotive Technology
Business Management
Business/Accounting
Business/Marketing
Business/Bookkeeping Clerk
Childhood Education
Business/Management
Computer Aided Design/Drafting
Business/Marketing
Computer Information Systems
Business/Office Clerk
Construction Technology
Business/Office Administration Computer App.
Environmental Technology
Childhood Education
Fashion
Computer Aided Design/Drafting
Fire & Emergency Technology
Computer Information Systems
Journalism
Computer Science
Legal Assistant
Construction Technology
Machine Tool Technology
Cosmetology
Manufacturing Technology
Environmental Horticultural Science
Paramedical Technician
Environmental Technology
Photography
Fashion
Quality Assurance
Fire & Emergency Technology
Real Estate
Machine Tool Technology
Sign Language/Interpreter Training
Manufacturing Technology 
Welding 
Paramedical Technician

Quality Assurance

Radiologic Technology

Respiratory Care

Welding
HONORS TRANSFER PROGRAM

The El Camino College Honors Transfer Program (HTP) is designed to better prepare the highly motivated student to transfer to a university and complete a bachelors degree. Honors Transfer Program benefits include priority registration for all El Camino College classes, increased chances of receiving scholarships, and special privileges offered by universities with which ECC has an honors transfer agreement.  To be eligible, entering students are required to have a cumulative 3.0 GPA from high school or if already in college, from at least 9 academic units, take the English Placement Test and qualify for English 1A, and complete the Honors Transfer Program Application. Submit all required materials on a timely basis.
Other benefits of the Honors Transfer Program include:
· An honors program director and an honors counselor for special advisement.
· Enrollment in special honors classes taught by outstanding faculty at El Camino College.
· Close academic and social interaction with a select group of highly motivated students.
· Meetings that provide information and assistance leading to academic and personal growth.
· Designation of Honors Transfer Program on the El Camino College Associate Degrees.

For more information about El Camino’s Honor Transfer Program and other topics, students may sign up in the counseling office to speak with an El Camino Counselor that is on campus one day a week.

UNIVERSITY ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS

Students are urged to seek the advice of their counselor in planning their high school program to make certain that they satisfy the admission requirements of the college of their choice.

CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY SYSTEM WWW.CSUMENTOR.EDU
A program of university/college preparatory courses is required.  Entrance examination requirements:  Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) or American College Test (ACT).  First-time freshman eligibility is governed by an eligibility index (see following page).  The index is computed by using the high school grade point average in all approved college prep “a-g” courses taken in 10th, 11th and 12th grades and ACT or the SAT composite scores.

The following course pattern is expected of incoming freshman students for enrollment in September, 2005:
You must complete with a grade of C or better the following pattern of college preparatory subjects totaling 15 units.  ( A unit is equivalent to one year or 10 high school credit)


4 years:
English


3 years:
Mathematics (Algebra, Geometry, and Intermediate Algebra)

2 years:
Social Science, including one year of U.S. History or U.S. History and Government

2 years:
Science with a laboratory: One year biological and one year physical


(Science I & II meets requirements)

2 years:
Foreign Language (the same language)

1 year:
Visual and Performing Arts: Art, Advanced Dance, Theatre/Drama,


Music, Ceramics(year-long course)

1 year:
One year of College Preparatory electives chosen from West High


Schools “a-g” list


15 units total subjects

Waiver of the Two-Year Foreign Language Study Requirement – Prospective CSU students may qualify for waiver of the foreign language study requirement by establishing competency through either of the following waiver procedures:
1. Documentation: Foreign language competencies may be documented through school



records or similar source documents.
2.
Assessment:
Foreign language competence may be demonstrated through



appropriate assessment.
CALIFORNIA RESIDENT ELIGIBILITY INDEX EXAMPLES
GPA



ACT Composite Score

SAT 1 Total Score
3.0 No minimum score requirement.
2.8




14




660
2.6




18




820
2.4




22




980
2.2




26



          1140
2.0




30



          1300
Below 2.00 does not qualify for CSU regular admission.
The complete Eligibility Index table is available on the www.csumentor.edu website.
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA WWW.UCOP.EDU
In order to enter the University of California system as a freshman a student must either have a high school diploma or a Certificate of Proficiency awarded by the State Board of Education.
Subject, scholarship, and examination requirements discussed below must also be met.
Examination requirements:

Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT I) or American College Test (ACT) and SAT II

Two SAT II subject tests in two different subject areas: History/Social Studies, English Literature, 








            Mathematics (Level 2C), Laboratory Science,









or Language other than English 
Eligibility in the Statewide Context

Eligibility in the Statewide Context is the pathway by which most students attain UC eligibility.

To be eligible in the statewide context, students must satisfy the Subject, Scholarship and 

Examination requirements described on the following pages.
Subject Requirement

To satisfy this requirement, students must complete the high school courses listed in the 
Box on this page.  This sequence of courses is also known as the “a-g” requirements that are described in more detail on the following pages.
Students must take 15 units of high school courses to fulfill the Subject Requirement, and 
at least seven of the 15 units must be taken in the last two years of high school. (A unit is 

equal to an academic year, or two semesters, of study.)
Specific course requirements: “a-g” Subjects
a. HISTORY/SOCIAL SCIENCE – 2 years required.
Two years of history/social science, including one year of U.S. history or one-half year
of U.S. history and one-half year of civics or American government; and one year of 
world history, cultures, and geography.
b. ENGLISH – 4 years required.
Four years of college preparatory English that include frequent and regular writing, 
and reading of classic and modern literature.  Not more than two semesters of ninth
grade English or no more than one year of ESL-type courses can be used to meet this requirement.
c. MATHEMATICS – 3 years required, 4 years recommended.
Three years of college preparatory mathematics that include the topics covered in
elementary and advanced algebra and two and three dimensional geometry.  Approved
integrated math courses may be used to fulfill part or all of this requirement, as may
math courses taken in the seventh and eighth grades that the high school includes on the

transcript, with grades and credits.
d. LABORATORY SCIENCE – 2 years required, 3 years recommended.
Two years of laboratory science providing fundamental knowledge in two of
these three disciplines: biology, chemistry, and physics. Two years of an approved integrated science program may be used to fulfill one year of this requirement. Not more than one year of ninth grade laboratory science can be used to meet this requirement.
e. LANGUAGE OTHER THAN ENGLISH – 2 years required, 3 years recommended.


Two years of the same language other than English.  Courses should emphasize 


speaking and understanding, and include instruction in grammar, vocabulary, reading,


composition and culture.  Language other than English courses taken in the seventh and 


eighth grades may be used to fulfill part of this requirement if the high school includes



the course, with grades and credits, or the student’s transcript.
f. VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS – 1 year required
Students must satisfy the requirement by completing a single year-long approved course from a VPA discipline.
g. COLLEGE PREPARATORY ELECTIVES – 1 year required.
One year (two semesters), in addition to those required in “a-f” above, chosen from
the following areas: visual and performing arts, history, social science, English,
advance mathematics, laboratory science, and language other than English (a third
year in the language used for the “e” requirement or two years of another language).

A student must earn at least a “C” in each of the required courses.  If a student’s “a-g”(see above letters) GPA (Grade Point Average) is 3.3 or higher he/she will be eligible to apply to enter the University of California system regardless of scores on SAT or ACT.  Students, with GPA’s below 3.3 but higher than 2.8 in the “a-g” courses, will be eligible if their score on the ACT or SAT and SAT II test scores are high enough.(See Eligibility Index)
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

South High School “a-g” Courses: To meet requirements for admission 2004-2005
a – HISTORY

U.S.History A/B or U.S.History A(AP) & B(AP)

U.S. Government  (or S) or U.S. Government B(Gov’t. & Politics:U.S.) (AP)

World History A/B (or S) or World History A/B(H)

b – ENGLISH

English 1 – 2; English 1H – 2H; English 3(H), English 4(English Lit.) (AP)

English 3/4: (Thanatology, Power & Justice, Literary Heroes, American Dream,

Semantics, American Novel, Philosophy & Literature, Science Fiction & Fantasy, 

World Humanities, Contemporary Literature A, Multicultural Voices A, Modern

American Drama)

ESL Literature (max 1 unit with other English ESL courses)
c – MATHEMATICS (*may only be used for the “c” requirement)

*Algebra 1; Algebra Ext. 1 & 2

Pre-Calculus H(formerly Trigonometry/Math Analysis (H) 

*Geometry, Geometry(H)


Calculus AB & BC (AP)

*Algebra 2, Algebra 2(H)


Statistics (AP)

Pre-Calculus(formerly Trigonometry/Math Analysis)
Trigonometry

Probability and Statistics
d – LABORATORY SCIENCE

Biology 1, Biology 1(H)

Biology AP

*Integrated Science 1, Integrated Science 1(H)

*Integrated Science 2, Integrated Science 2(H)

Chemistry 1, Chemistry 1(H), Chemistry AP

Physics, Physics B AP

Anatomy and Physiology, Anatomy and Physiology (H)

Marine Science 

Environmental Science AP
*
Please note the University of California requirements for students taking Integrated Sciences:
· Integrated Science 1/H fulfills an elective or “g” requirement and if taken alone, the student must complete two courses from the following to satisfy the two year  “d” requirement: Biology 1/H, Chemistry 1/H, or Physics
· Students taking both Integrated Science 1/H and Integrated Science 2/H must complete a third course from the following list to satisfy the two year “d” requirement:  Biology 1/H, Chemistry 1/H, or Physics.
e – FOREIGN LANGUAGE

French 1 – 4



Spanish 1-4, Spanish 1(H) & 2(H)

French 4(Fr. Language)AP

Spanish 3 (H)

French 5(Fr. Literature)AP

Spanish 4 (Sp. Language)AP
Japanese 1-5



Spanish 5 (Sp. Literature)AP

Korean 1-5



Korean for Korean Speakers
f – VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS (*may only be used for the “f” requirement)

Fine Arts Seminar 



Advanced Dance

Orchestra




Advanced Play Production

Wind Ensemble



Art 1 AB
Jazz Band




Art 2-4 AB

Advanced Band



Beginning Drawing AB*


Music Theory




Commercial Art
Music Theory AP



Independent Study Art AB

Choral Workshop



*Photography 1 AB

Glee Ensemble A/B(formerly Choir A/B)
Beginning Ceramics AB*

 Mixed Chorus A/B



Advanced Ceramics







Theater Arts 1 AB* 







Theater Arts 2-4
g – ELECTIVE COURSES  (all courses listed under “a-f” with the exception 
      of*mathematics or *visual/performing arts courses, plus the following:)

History


All courses listed under “a”.

English


All courses listed under “b” plus the following:





Intermediate Composition






Creative Writing




Advanced Mathematics


All courses beyond Advanced Algebra listed under “c” plus the following:




Computer Science A AP




Computer Science AB AP

Laboratory Science


All courses listed under “d”.




Foreign Language


All courses listed under “e”

Social Science


Economics A


Economics (Macroeconomics & Microeconomics) AP


Economics(or s)
Note:
Only the above underlined courses will be assigned extra honors credit: (A=5,B=4,C=3)
ELIGIBILITY INDEX
“a” – “g”

TEST SCORE

“a” – “g”

TEST SCORE
   
   GPA

     
      Total

    GPA

       
        Total
2.80 – 2.84

        4640

3.20 – 3.24

        3408
2.85 – 2.89

        4384

3.25 – 3.29

        3320
2.90 – 2.94

        4160

3.30 – 3.34

        3248
2.95 – 2.99

        3984

3.35 – 3.39

        3192
3.00 – 3.04

        3840

3.40 – 3.44

        3152
3.05 – 3.09

        3720

3.45 – 3.49

        3128
3.10 – 3.14

        3616

        > 3.50

        3120
3.15 – 3.19

        3512
Test Score Total equals: [SAT I composite score] + [2 x (SAT II Writing score + SAT II Mathematics score + third required SAT II score)]. SAT I composite is highest combined mathematics and verbal scores from a single sitting. Highest individual SAT II scores, from any sitting, will be considered. An ACT to SAT I conversion table is provided.
ACT to SAT I Conversion Table
ACT

Equivalent


ACT


Equivalent
Score

SAT I Score


Score


SAT I Score
36

     1600


23


     1070
35

     1580


22


     1030
34

     1520


21


       990
33

     1470


20


       950
32

     1420


19


       910
31

     1380


18


       870
30

     1340


17


       830
29

     1300


16


       780
28

     1260


15


       740
27

     1220


14


       680
26

     1180


13


       620
25

     1140


12


       560
24

     1110


11


       50
Public Universities in California  

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA   WWW.UCOP.EDU
UC Berkley


UC Los Angeles

UC San Diego
110 Sproul Hall  #5800

1147 Murphy Hall

Bldg. 301, University Center
Berkeley, CA  94720

Los Angeles, CA  90095
La Jolla, CA  92093
(510)642-3175


(310) 825-3101


(619)534-4831
UC Davis


UC Merced


UC San Francisco
178 Mrak Hall


550 East Shaw Ave.  

Office of Admissions  MU200W
Davis, CA  95616

Suite 105


Box 0244
(530)752-2971


Fresno, CA  93710

San Francisco, CA  94143




(559)241-7474


(415)476-8280
UC Irvine


UC Riverside


UC Santa Barbara
204 Administration Bldg.
1120 Hinderaker Hall

1234 Cheadle Hall
Irvine, CA  92697

Riverside, CA  92521

Santa Barbara, CA  93106
(949)824-6703


(909)787-4531


(805)893-2485








UC Santa Cruz








1156 High Street








Santa Cruz, CA  95064








(831)459-0111
INDEPENDENT COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES
The hundreds of independent (privately support) institutions in the United States have a wide range of characteristics.  Since the tuition is paid by the student rather than public tax dollars, the cost to the family may be greater than the cost in a public university.  Financial aid is available generally based upon need.

While some independent colleges are in the most competitive category of admission competition, others are looking for students in the top half of the graduating class.  In addition to the typical admission requirements of subjects, grades and test scores, the independent colleges often take a closer look at individual students by requiring letters of recommendation and, sometimes, personal interviews.  Most college-prep students will meet the admission criteria of one or more campuses.
There are great differences in size, educational purpose, and emphasis among these institutions.  Some are large and offer both undergraduate and graduate programs; most are relatively small and offer students a personalized campus community life.  Some campuses may emphasize a particular vocation or religious emphasis.  Specific information about the requirements and educational opportunities available at any independent college in the United States is available in the Career Center.
Independent California Colleges and Universities
 www.aiccumentor.org.
American Academy of Dramatic Arts West

Northrop University
Azusa Pacific University


Occidental College
Biola University



Pacific Christian College
California Baptist College


Pacific Union College
California College of Arts and Crafts

Patten College
California Institute of the Arts


Pepperdine University
California Institute of Technology

Pitzer College
California Lutheran College


Point Loma Nazarene College
Center for Early Education


Pomona College
Chapman College



St. Mary’s College of California
Christ College Irvine



Samuel Merritt College of Nursing
Claremont McKenna College


San Francisco Art Institute
Cogswell College



San Francisco Conservatory of Music
College for Developmental Studies

Santa Clara University
College of Notre Dame


Scripps College
Concordia University



Simpson  College
Dominican College of San Rafael

Southern California College
Fresno Pacific College


Southern California College of Optometry
Golden Gate University


Stanford University
Harvey Mudd College



Thomas Aquinas College
Holy Names College



United States International University
Humphreys College



University of La Verne
John F. Kennedy University


University of the Pacific
Loma Linda University


University of Redlands
Los Angeles Baptist College


University of San Diego
Loyola Marymount University


University of San Francisco
Marymount Palos Verdes College

University of Santa Clara
The Master's College



University of Southern California
Menlo College



West Coast University
Mills College



Westmont College
Monterey Institute of International Studies

Whittier College
Mount St. Marys' College


Woodbury University
National University



World College West
New College of California



Out-of State Colleges and Universities
There are many opportunities offered for higher education in other states.  Study the catalogs 
that are available in the Career Center for these colleges and universities.  Attend the 
on-campus meetings with representatives from many of these colleges who visit our campus 
each fall.  Be sure to sign up in the Counseling Office to attend individual sessions.
Entrance Requirements
1.
Subject Requirements:  The subject requirements for private colleges vary 
somewhat, 
but a student who has taken the college courses required by the University of California
is eligible for admission to most other colleges.  However, highly selective private colleges will expect a minimum of five academic subjects each year, high test scores, and extra curricular activities.

2.
Test Requirements:  Most private colleges require either the Scholastic Assessment Test (SAT I) or the American College Test (ACT).  Some also require the SAT II Tests.  Consult the college website catalog or ask counselors for specific information.
3.
Grade Requirements:  There is some variation in the scholastic averages required for admission to private colleges.  Most of them require a B average or better, but some will admit students with somewhat lower averages.
COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY ENTRANCE EXAMINATIONS
Most colleges and universities use entrance examinations as an additional means of assessing students for college admissions.  Scores obtained from these tests are used along with grades and other pertinent information to determine a student’s eligibility for admission.  The following information is provided to explain the differences between the various types of exams which are offered.

Preliminary Scholastic Assessment Test/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT)
The Preliminary Scholastic Assessment Test/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test is specifically designed for high school juniors to give them an idea of how they will probably score on their college entrance examinations.  It is identical to the Scholastic Assessment 

(SAT-I) in form, content, and scoring approach. It is given once a year on the third Saturday in October.

The PSAT/NMSQT is also used as the qualifying examination for the National Merit Scholarship Program.  Students who score high will receive letters of commendation or achieve semifinalist status.

Scholastic Assessment Test (SAT-I)
The Scholastic Assessment Test (SAT-I) is a standardized test intended to measure students’ aptitude for academic work.  

SAT-II Tests
The SAT-II Tests are multiple-choice exams in specific subjects.  They are offered in literature, foreign language, mathematics, history and science.

Colleges and universities requiring SAT-II Tests use them to select students for admission and/or course placement.  Some colleges specify the tests to be taken; others allow applicants to choose.

American College Test (ACT)
The American College Test (ACT) is similar to the Scholastic Assessment Test.  It consists of four 30-minute academic tests designed to measure student’s background in English usage, math usage, social studies reading, and natural sciences reading.  All questions are multiple-choice.

Important:
Some colleges require the SAT-I, while others require the ACT.  Students should obtain information from individual colleges/universities to determine which test is required.


Students need to plan carefully so that they have taken all the necessary tests early enough for the scores to be reported to their chosen colleges before each application deadline.  It takes approximately six weeks for tests to be scored and reported.


More information about tests, test dates, sample test items, and application forms are available in the Counseling Office or on the Internet @  www.collegeboard.com. 

South High School code is #053522.
PREPARATION FOR COLLEGE ENTRANCE EXAMINATIONS

The soundest preparation for college admission testing includes:

· Challenging English and math classes each semester in high school.
· Reading for pleasure as well as for homework.
· Individual and group preparation for testing.
Test taking tips:

· Begin review and study several weeks before the test.  Information regarding study guides and seminars are available in the Counseling Office.
· Last day cramming will only leave you tired.
· Don’t sit with your friends; awareness of others can hinder your performance.
· Bring a watch to keep track of the testing time; pace yourself.
· Be aware that the SAT-I is scored differently than the ACT.
The SAT-I score is the total number of right answers MINUS a percentage penalty for wrong answers.

The ACT score is the total number of right answers.
· Don’t spend too much time on any one question.
Test Preparation Workshops:

SAT/SAT-I/ACT prep workshops are available and may help certain students develop test taking skills, build self-confidence and review math/verbal skills.
· Workshops require considerable effort, time and money.
· The average gain on scores varies greatly.
· Consider whether an increase in scores is likely to make a difference in
      college admission plans.

For information about workshops, check in the Counseling Office.
Entrance Examination for College and University Admission

System




Entrance Exams

Community College


None

California State University

SAT-I or ACT

Independent colleges and

Usually SAT-I or ACT. Some 

Universities



selective private schools require






2 SAT-II Tests. (See the most






recent catalog requirements)
University of California


SAT-I or ACT and 2 SAT-II Tests:






Writing, Math, Elective
TIMETABLE FOR COLLEGE ADMISSION TESTING

Freshmen   and   Sophomores
· May take the PSAT on the 3rd Saturday in October.
Juniors
· Register for the PSAT in the Counseling Office in late September/early
October.  PSAT Scores Help Juniors:
· Predict their college entrance exams scores for the Scholastic Assessment Test 
(SAT I).
· Enter the competition for scholarships awarded by the National Merit Scholarship Corporation.
· Become familiar with the testing format of the SAT I.
· Participate in the College Board’s Student Search Service which provides information about college and scholarship opportunities.
· Take the SAT I OR ACT in May or June.  SAT I/ACT/SAT II scores

may be sent to colleges under consideration;  colleges will “save” 
scores until student applies for admission.
· Take the Achievement Tests in June if you are considering
application to a UC campus (Writing and Math are required. The 
third test is the student’s choice.) 
· Use of score choice is discouraged.
Seniors                      

· Take the SAT I or ACT in October or November if still needed or as a repeat.
· Take the SAT II Tests in November if still needed.
· If the SAT I or ACT are repeated, the highest total score from one
sitting will generally be used for college admission.
· Students planning application to UC campuses should complete all
testing by November.
· Forms are available in the Counseling Office if it is necessary to 
send scores to additional schools. 
· www.collegeboard.com is the SAT website.
All tests are given on Saturday morning.  Register by mail at least 6 weeks
before test date or on-line at www.collegeboard.com.   Forms are available in the Counseling Office.  
The SAT I and SAT II are given at the same time on the same date:  students wishing to 
take both the SAT I and SAT II must register for two different test dates.
It is the student’s responsibility to request that the testing organization send a copy of 
test (SAT  I/ACT/SAT  II) scores directly to colleges.
Use the same name on testing forms that you use on your school records and college applications. 
Optional Mailing Lists
Many colleges distribute information to high school students by using selected 
mailing lists.  When registering for college admission tests, a student may request 
that his/her name be made available to colleges and scholarship agencies.  By using
this option, students may receive literature from colleges interested in attracting 
students with certain qualifications.  
A REALISTIC APPROACH
After considering all of the factors which go into choosing a college, it is time to begin making your list.  The following points should help:
Be realistic:   Grade point average, class rank, and test scores are important indicators 
to be considered by the admissions staff.  A three and a half year school record tells a 
great deal about your motivation, work habits, and intensity.  
Choose a range of selectivity:  Narrow your list to four or five colleges that you would 
attend if accepted.  One or two might be “long shots” because of their prestige, cost, 
or difficulty of getting into; two or three might be “reasonably certain” choices because of
how you compare with their freshman profile, cost, or other factors; and one should
be a “sure shot” where you are quite certain of being admitted.  Don’t waste your time 
or money applying to schools which you wouldn’t attend even if you were accepted. 
Seek the advice of your guidance counselor:  The better your counselor knows you, 
the better he/she will be able to help you.  The ninth grade is not too early to begin 
discussing your hopes and aspirations.  Meeting with your counselor more 
frequently during the 11th and 12th grade is important to keep on track.
Develop good relations with teachers:  You may need letters of recommendation from 
teachers (or counselors) so it is important to get to know them.
Be an authentic person:  Do your own work, whether it is writing the college essays
or preparing the college application.  Have your parents look it over but do it yourself.  
Trust your own feelings:  Many people may try to make your decision for you.  Listen
to advice but in the end make your own decision. 
Consider an Independent College:  Consider applying to at least one Independent
College or University.  The ICU’s have a higher retention and graduation rate than 
the UC or CSU systems.  More than 70% of students receive financial aid which often
makes the cost of a private school the same as or less than a public institution .  
Finally, remember that colleges are looking for reasons to admit students, not to turn them down.   
WHERE  DOES  STUDENT  AID  COME  FROM?
The first and most important thing to learn about financial aid is the source of this aid.   It is easy to get mixed up but unless you understand who is offering the money and the conditions and limitations on the aid that is offered, you will fail to receive the help to which you are entitled.

California students have five important sources of financial aid:
· The federal government (such as Pell Grants)
· The State of California (such as Cal Grants)
· The college or vocational school the student plans to attend (scholarships and both federally-funded and institutionally-funded programs)
· Foundations, community, business and service organizations (primarily merit-based scholarships)
· Banks, savings and loan institutions, credit unions (student loans)
There are also forms of aid available to students from outside the student financial aid system.  These programs include Veterans' Benefits, Vocational Rehabilitation Assistance, Aid to Families with Dependent Children, and military programs.

Financial aid is divided in three ways:  Grant Aid (which you do not have to pay back), Loans (which you do have to repay), and Work Aid (part-time jobs while attending school).
If you are eligible for aid, you will usually be offered a combination of grants, loans, and/or work aid by the school or college.  Both full-time and part-time students are eligible for most financial aid.  However, part-time students receive proportionately smaller amounts.
Scholarships are not granted automatically; the student must search for and apply for them.
The first step in financial aid is senior year application for state and federal grants.  Even if an academic or athletic scholarship is a possibility, colleges expect qualified students to make application for these grants during January of the senior year. 
CAL   GRANT  A:   For students with financial need enrolling in a California four-year college (community college students may put this grant on reserve until transfer). A grade point over 3.0 is usually required.
CAL  GRANT  B:    For  disadvantaged students with financial need enrolling in a California two or four year college.
CAL  GRANT  C:    For students having a financial need enrolling in a trade school or vocational course in California.
PELL  (Basic)  GRANT:  The awards are based on a federal formula and may be used in all states for community, trade school, or four year programs.  This grant is known as the “basic” grant since it is the base for all other aids in the college financial package.  
OTHER SOURCES OF AID:  The Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC) offers competitive scholarships which include complete tuition, fees, books, and a subsistence allowance.  The value may exceed $60,000 at some private colleges.  Many public and private colleges throughout the country provide ROTC programs, including Stanford, Harvard, Cal Tech, MIT, UC and the California State University System.  Seniors may obtain ROTC applications in September through the Career Center.   Deadline for application:  December of the senior year.  
Juniors scoring in the top ½ per cent on the PSAT (Preliminary Scholastic Assessment Test) in October will automatically be placed in competition for National Merit Scholarships.   Students must pay a fee to register for the PSAT;  only registered students will be tested.  
Many scholarships are granted directly from the colleges.  Scholarship application may be part of the college admission process.  Some are based on merit, some on need.  Financial aid is available to physically or mentally disabled or handicapped students to help meet the expenses of vocational training.  Contact the California Department of Rehabilitation for information and/or a high school counselor.
Grants and/or low interest loans may be used to meet the costs of many trade and technical schools as well as the costs of community college and four-year colleges.  Students qualify for loans, federal (Pell) grants and state (Cal A, B, C) grants by need analysis.  The lower the total family income (as reported by IRS) and the higher the cost of the education, the greater the financial need.  Students having the greatest need receive the maximum awards; minimum  awards are given to students with less need.  A student may have differing needs depending on costs at each campus.  List the most expensive campus first on the application if several are under consideration.  It is easier to adjust grants downward than to increase grants for a more expensive campus.
Scholarships may be available from the parent’s place of employment, union and/or church.  
Native American, Eskimo, and Aleut students are entitled to receive grants and loans from the Bureau of Indian Affairs.
Competition for CSF (California Scholarship Federation) scholarships is open to CSF Seal bearers.  CSF Seal bearers are those students who have joined CSF at least four semesters by qualification of grades earned during the last six semesters of high school, one of which must be in the senior year.  Scholarships usually range from $200-$2,200.  Scholarships may be based on need as well as merit and are usually renewable.  Students qualify for this honor society by earning three A’s and one B in academic classes each semester;  a B earned in a UC-designated honors class or in an AP class earns 2 CSF points.  For details regarding the CSF, students should check with the CSF advisor.  Membership in CSF is not automatic;  students must join each eligible semester.  CSF Scholarships are usually granted as part of a financial aid package offered to the student making admission application to a specific college.
Scholarships may be NEED BASED (student has financial need) or MERIT BASED (Financial need is not a factor).  The two most common factors considered in granting scholarships are ACADEMIC ABILITY (GPA, test scores, class rank, and coursework) and CHARACTER (activities, personality, and references).  Students do not need to have an “A” grade point average to apply for scholarships.
SOURCES ON-LINE TO SEARCH FOR SCHOLARSHIPS and FINANCIAL AID
· www.collegeboard.com - fund finder
· www.educaid.com - 1-800-578-1233 – student loan division of a bank-offers
    aspects of aid
· www.fastweb.com - free site requires you to fill out a questionnaire
· www.finaid.org - different aspects of financial aid
· www.scholaraid.com - free site requires you to fill out a questionnaire
· www.collegenet.com
· www.collegequest.com
· www.srnexpress.com
· www.ed.gov/offices/OPE/express.html - 1(800)801-0576 federal loans, grants,
       work-study programs overview
· www.fafsa.ed.gov - complete an application for federal government aid
There are many sites for college search, financial aid. A few are presented here, but
no promises are made of their ease, user friendly presentation, or success.
LOCAL SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

In the spring semester, a local scholarship program is administered through the South High Counseling Office.  Through this program, a number of community agencies, foundations, corporations, clubs, and civic groups offer scholarship awards to graduating seniors.
To participate in the competition a Senior must:
1. Submit the TUSD Scholarship Application Form during the month of November.
2. Attach a wallet-size photo to the application.
3. Obtain three letters of recommendation; one or two from teachers and one or two from community representatives (i.e. minister, coach, employer, club sponsor).
4. Submit all required materials to the Counseling Office on or before the established deadline.
Most of these scholarships are non-renewable awards, ranging from $200-$2000 each.
Many local scholarships are need-based.
Students improve their chances for scholarships if they:
1. Complete college preparatory courses with “A” or “B” grades.
2. Participate in school and community activities.
3. Have good character references from school faculty, community leaders, and employers.
4. Have work experience.
Additional information about the local scholarship program will be announced in the Daily Bulletin and the bi-weekly Counseling Office Bulletin.
Financial Aid Calendar for Senior Year


www.fafsa.ed.gov
September
· Apply for a social security number if you have not already done so.  You will need the 
      number for financial aid and/or college admission.
December
· The arrival of financial aid materials in the Counseling Office will be announced              in the bulletin.
· Pick up the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) and Cal Grant            GPA Verification form.*
· Begin filling out forms immediately.  If you have questions, attend a Financial Aid      Workshop for parents.  Dates and places are published in the Counseling Office           Bulletin.
· Be sure to use the same version of the student’s name on all forms.  (Not John             Smith, Johnnie Smith, and Jon Smith)
· When completed, make a copy of all forms.  When it is time to renew, much of the information may be the same.
· Don’t mail until January 2.
· Deadline for FAFSA application is March 2.**
January
· MAIL the FAFSA.  DO NOT WAIT until the March deadline; those mailed early receive earlier notification.
· Request a “receipt of mailing” from the post office.  If your forms are lost in the mail, the financial aid offices will allow you to submit a duplicate form if you have a receipt. Always keep a copy of forms mailed.
· When applying online, save and print your application for future reference.
February
· If you have not done so already, mail all forms the first week of February.
March/April
· Students will receive an acknowledgement that the FAFSA form has been received.  Check for accuracy of submitted information.
· If you qualify, a financial aid package will be offered to you after admission to the college but before the deadline for making a deposit to hold a space in the freshmen class.  (Most colleges require a confirmation on May 1).
*GPA Verification forms must be submitted by students to the Counseling Office
before published deadline.
**FAFSA application may be sent via the Internet.
LETTERS REQUESTING COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY INFORMATION

 www.collegeorg.com
Colleges and universities are always interested in potential students and will send catalogs and other items of interest upon request.  During the eleventh grade, students should begin to contact admissions directors to request or review online:
· a catalog
· a statistical profile of the most recent freshman class
· information about costs
· brochures describing departments & extra-curricular activities
University of California, California State University, and some private and out-of-state college catalogs are available for review in the Career Center.  Students will need to write to the Director of Admissions at other colleges and universities to request catalogs that are not available in the Career Center.
Application materials for the University of California and Cal State University are available at school and are usually distributed in October of the Senior year.
Sample Letter
(Your return address)
(Date)
Director of Admissions
(Name of College)
(Address of college)
Dear Director:

I expect to graduate from West High School in June 20--, and would like to apply for admission in September, 20--.  Please send me an application, scholarship form, housing information and any other necessary forms and materials.

Thank you for taking the time to answer my request.
Sincerely yours,
Your Signature
Type Name
THE COLLEGE APPLICATION*

1.
The appearance of your application as well as the content will influence the Admissions Committee.  Allow yourself sufficient time to fill out the application form.  A "rush job" results in careless errors.  Work at home, alone, in a quiet place where you can give the job the consideration it deserves.
2.
Read directions carefully; follow them accurately.
3.
Read all questions on the form and think about your answers before you begin to write.
4.
Write all answers to essay questions on scratch paper first.  Ask your English teacher to approve this before writing it on the application 
form.
5.
Make your answers truthful, specific, and concise.
6.
Print neatly in black ink, type if possible.
7.
Use the same name as you use on admission tests and financial aid forms.
8.
Plan your use of page space.  If a small space is provided for a long answer, use the space above and below the line, but keep all writing the same size.
9.
If you do not type, use a black ink, if you should make an error, use ink eradicator or erase it neatly. Make a copy of your essay and application before mailing.
10.
Avoid errors and ink blots.  Many colleges will refuse a request for a second application form.
11.
Avoid spelling errors, use a dictionary.
12.
Answer all questions.
13.
If an application fee is required, enclose a check or money order with your application.
14.
If a photo is requested, paste or staple it to the form in the space provided.  An expensive studio portrait is not necessary.  Consult the yellow pages of the telephone book for "Passport Photo Studio"; they furnish adequate photos quickly at a low cost

15.
Give a written request and pay any required fees to the high school registrar to send an "official" transcript; be sure to include the name, office, and address of the school, such as:




University of California, San Diego




Office of Undergraduate Admissions




La Jolla, California  92093
When you submit the college admission application, do not send a transcript unless requested to do so.


*On-line applications – keep a printed copy for future reference.
16. Applications for housing may or may not be included with the college admission application.  Many colleges do not send the student the housing application until the college admission application has been received.  Since housing is often in short supply, it is important that students make application at the earliest possible date.
COLLEGE  APPLICATION  ESSAY  OR  PERSONAL  STATEMENT*
Many colleges and universities will request an essay or personal statement as part of the applications packet.  This personal statement is a very important part of the application for both admission and scholarships and should be given special time and attention.
The purpose of the personal statement is to give you an opportunity to tell the Admissions committee important things about yourself that are not addressed or apparent in the application.
In making decisions about admissions and scholarships, committees want to consider your personable attributes and achievements, your experiences and accomplishments, as well as your academic record.  
In addition, you should include in the statement your intended field of study and your career goals.  
Mechanics of Writing the Personal Statement
1. Carefully read the instructions printed in the application packet for the personal statement. 
A common mistake applicants make is to skim the instructions contained in the application packet and rely on information received from others.  Take the time you need to read and understand all the instructions so your application is a true and complete reflection of you.
2. Write the personal statement yourself.  Although you may seek the advice of others, the university expects you to write your own statement.   At the same time, it is probably wise to have a friend, teacher, or parent read the statement to advise you on how well it conveys what you want it to say, and if it reflects who you are.  Remember:   the purpose of the personal statement is to help the university know you on a personal level. 
3. Recognize both the importance of the personal statement and the difficulty of the task.  The statement is not something that should be scribbled just before you send your application.  Give yourself enough time to produce a thoughtful and carefully composed personal statement.
What  Do  Colleges  Look  for  in  the  Personal  Statement?
Your personal statement needs to clearly convey what you think is important for the university to know about you.  In reading your statement, they look for personal characteristics that include creativity, intellectual curiosity and achievement, personal initiative, motivation, leadership, persistence, exceptional recognition and rare talent, the ability to overcome hardship and get along with others, and service to others.   While you may not have all these characteristics, you probably have some of them.  Your statement should clearly convey what you think is important for the university to know about you.  Be sure to emphasize your personal strengths.   

*When applying on-line, save a copy of your application and print for future reference.  Also, check to see if the college has confirmed the application received.
What  is  a  Good  Personal  Statement?
There is no single “perfect” personal statement.  However, successful ones tend to be those which reveal the individuality and appeal of the applicant.  Remember that your application will be compared to those of other competitive students, many of whom have shared similar experiences with you, such as activities in student government, travel to other countries, participation in sports and volunteer activities.  Your approach in expressing yourself may be an important factor.  What they want to learn about you is how the activity, job, or experience you write about has changed your attitude, solidified a belief, established a goal, sharpened a perception, or heightened an appreciation.  They look for definitions of your values and goals, and how they have been demonstrated in your life.  They also look for a sense of your uniqueness and the contribution to the university you may make.  

The personal statement may be the place for you to explain something on the application that needs explaining (an out-of-character grade, a poor term, a break in your education, etc.)
What  the  Personal  Statement  is  Not?
The personal statement should not be a sample of writing skills, although they assume that your presentation will be grammatically correct.  The statement should not be a listing of activities and honors, since this information can be found elsewhere in the application.  It should not be a chronicle of events or an autobiography.  The statement is about YOU, not about events.  
Your personal statement should not be predictable and one-dimensional.  A statement that tells facts only and never mentions changes in you doesn’t add to the university’s understanding of who you are.  In deciding what to write about, it is not the subject which is critical.  What is important is what you learned, how you changed,  how your sense of direction was solidified, how your image of yourself or others changed, and so on.   The operative concept here is what made you different and unique and what wonderful things you can bring to the university because of your experiences.
Avoid the personal statement that is not you.  Forcing yourself to write a comical statement if you are a serious person probably won’t work well for you.  While a sense of humor is a valuable and appealing quality, statements that attempt to be exceptionally funny tend to be awkward and do not usually help your cause. 
Note:  Information provided by University of California, Irvine Office of Admissions.  
LETTERS   OF   RECOMMENDATION
Most private colleges, competitive major departments, and scholarship organizations will request

letter of recommendation.

Colleges are looking for personal insights about student applicants, not a reiteration of grades and test scores.  The most effective letters are usually obtained from teachers and/or counselors who know the student very well.
The most competitive colleges usually prefer letters from teachers of college prep courses (i.e. English, lab science, advanced math, and foreign language).  These faculty members have witnessed strengths in their classroom and are often better able to promote admission.
In selecting people to write your recommendations, consider that you may want these letters to illustrate a balance of your interests.  For instance, recommendations from an English teacher, a math teacher and a coach would give a broader picture than recommendations from three math teachers.
When requesting a letter of recommendation, allow the teacher a minimum of two to three weeks for completion.  Requesting the letter of recommendation early will help both you and the teacher to avoid the last minute rush to meet a critical deadline. Please refer to the Counseling Office Bulletins for specified mailing deadlines.  Letters needed by January 1 should be requested in November.  This will allow the writer adequate time to complete and mail the recommendation before school lets out for Christmas vacation. 
Make personal contact with the teacher.  DO NOT assume the letter will be completed if you send a request by mail.
Be sure to give the teacher an addressed, stamped envelope.  Also, the Counseling Office can provide you with a College Recommendation Information Form which you should complete and return to the individual who is writing the recommendation.
Important:  Remember to write a short “thank you” to the individual who has taken the time to support you in this way.  
MILITARY OPPORTUNITIES
Immediate benefits of military service:
· Educational and career training (technical and professional)
· Opportunity to become a commissioned officer through ROTC,
      Officer Candidate programs, and the Academies
· Opportunity for promotion and pay raise
· A cadre of trained consultants and counselors, wide resources and references
· National and international travel opportunities
Long-term Benefits:
· G.I. Bill, scholarships, 75% of tuition costs paid for college courses taken while in        
the service
· 30 day paid vacation every year
· Certain housing, medical, and educational services for families
· Lifetime retirement benefits after 20 years’ service
· For career civil service, the veteran has absolute job retention rights over all non-        
veteran Federal workers
Scholarships and Student Aid Program
If you are willing to serve for a period of time in the U.S. Army, Navy, Air Force, or Marine Corps, you will find that some very generous scholarships and student aid programs are available to you.  In some cases, you can receive an education first and serve an equivalent amount of time in the military after you graduate.  There are also programs that permit you to enter the service first and accumulate money for an education while you complete your enlistment period.
The college scholarship program (ROTC) pays up to four years of undergraduate tuition, fees, and books.  Students also receive a stipend each month, up to 40 months, plus pay for summer training and travel.  Upon graduation from college, the student will serve as a commissioned officer in the armed forces.
All of the military services participate in the Veterans Educational Assistance Program (VEAP), under which servicemen and women on active duty can save up to $8,100 toward future college or technical training costs with the government contributing $2 for every $1 saved by the individual.  Under the Army College Fund, the U.S. Army will add up to $40,000 to the basic VEAP program for qualified enlistees in specific job categories.
Recruiting Offices

Army

378-2218

3730 Sepulveda, Torrance, 90505 

Navy

378-4288

3734 Sepulveda, Torrance, 90505

Air Force
373-2070

3734 Sepulveda, Torrance, 90505

Marines
316-1052

1300 Pacific Coast Highway, Redondo Beach
Military personnel visit the Career Center on a regular basis to speak with interested students.  Check the schedule in the Career Center to see when certain representatives will be on campus.
UNITED STATES MILITARY ACADEMIES

Locations
Air Force Academy


Colorado Springs, Colorado 80840
Coast Guard Academy


New London, Connecticut  06320
Merchant Marine Academy

Kings Point, New York 11024
Military Academy


West Point, New York 10996
Naval Academy



Annapolis, Maryland 21402
Costs
None.  Full scholarships are awarded by the U.S. Government to cover tuition, room and board; each student also receives a monthly stipend  to pay for books, supplies, uniforms, and personal expenses.
Admission Requirements
Apply spring semester of junior year.  Contact the appropriate liaison officer for specific requirements.  All of the academies are extremely competitive in terms of admissions.  Example:  U.S. Military Academy

1.
Admission is based on a composite score based on academic and 




leadership competencies:




 70% = Academic competencies
· High school coursework (4 years of college prep English, 4 years advanced math, 3 years lab science, 3 years foreign language, also desirable are typing and computer science)
· Number of Honors or Advanced Placement courses
· GPA (in academic courses only)




30% = Leadership competencies
· Physical aptitude (pull-ups, sit-ups, push-ups, running)
· Athletic activities
· Extra-curricular activities (i.e. school offices, clubs, organizations, music, drama, scouts, church, community)

2.
Academic majors offered:
Science, engineering, computer science, social science, humanities, operations research, space operations and aerospace sciences

3.
Graduates:
· Have five year military obligation
· Receive second lieutenant commission
· May enter pilot training program (about 2/3 of class)
· May enter career support areas (about 1/3 of class)
· May enter medical school (up to 2% of class)
· May apply for advanced degree programs
Contact an academy liaison officer (9th grade is NOT too early) to develop appropriate plans to meet all academy requirements and timelines for admission.  See your counselor for additional information.
PROSPECTIVE STUDENT ATHLETES
Talented athletes should talk with the coach of their sport and a counselor as to the procedure for being offered an athletic scholarship.  Students should be aware that athletic talent alone is not enough; good grades in academic classes and good test scores are also required.

The NCAA has established a central clearinghouse to certify athletics eligibility for Divisions I and II.  To be certified by the Clearinghouse, you must:
· Graduate from high school.  You should apply for certification before graduation if you are sure you wish to participate in athletics at the college to which you will be admitted.  The Clearinghouse will issue a preliminary certification report when you have had all your materials submitted.  After you graduate, the Clearinghouse will review your final transcript to make a final certification decision according to NCAA standards.
· Successfully complete a core curriculum of at least 13 academic courses.
Core Credits Required for NCAA Certification





Division I
Division II
English Core



4 years

3 years
Math Core



2 years

2 years
Science Core



2 years

2 years
Social Science Core


2 years

2 years
From English, Math, or Science

1 year

2 years

(additional CO8 core)
Additional Core (English, Math
Science, Social Science, Foreign
Language, Computer Science,
Philosophy, Non-doctrinal Religion
2 years

2 years
Total Core Credits Required

13

13
*Important Note:
For students enrolling as a college freshmen during 2004-05, Division I certification requires 2 years of math, including at least 1 year of algebra 
and 1 year of geometry (or a course for which geometry is a prerequisite).
Have a grade point average (based on a maximum of 4.0 and a combined score on the SAT verbal and math sections or a sum on the ACT based on the following qualifier index scale:
Qualifier Index:
Division I

Core GPA



ACT



SAT





(new: sum of
score)

(new scoring system)

2.500 & above



68



820

2.475




69



830

2.450




70



840-850

2.425




70



860

2.400




71



860

2.375




72



870

2.350




73



880

2.325




74



890

2.300




75



900

2.275




76



910

2.250




77



920

2.225




78



930

2.200




79



940

2.175




80



950

2.150




80



960

2.125




81



960

2.100




82



970

2.075




83



980

2.050




84



990

2.025




85



1000

2.000




86



1010
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