
 

Torrance Unified School District 
Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Education 

Index 
 

November 13, 2007 
 

SUBJECT PAGE 
Call to Order 1 
Present 1 
Place and Date of Meeting 1 
Pledge of Allegiance 1 
Welcome to Guests  1 
Adoption of the Agenda 1 
Report of Closed Session Action – Request for Waiver of the Requirements to Successfully Pass the 
 California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE) – Student Numbers 465819, 451064, 430594, 
 531196, 410379, 465215, 440431, 440429, 430558, 405407, and 1006231 1 
 
RECOGNITIONS 
(none) 2 
 
STAFF PRESENTATIONS AND INFORMATION 
Report of the Student Representative 2 
CSEA Chapter 19 Initial Contract Reopener Proposal – 2007-2008 2 
 
PUBLIC HEARING 
(none) 2 
 
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS (UNSCHEDULED HEARINGS) 
(none) 2 
 
DISCUSSION/ACTION 
Accept and Close for First Reading Proposed Revisions, Deletions, and Additions to Board Policies, 
 as Presented – July 2007 Revisions 2-3 
Call for Nominations for California School Boards Association (CSBA) Delegate Assembly 3 
Authorization to Implement Elementary Professional Learning Communities for the 
 2007-2008 School Year 3-6 
Authorization to Approve 2007-2008 Single Plans for Student Achievement 6-7 
 
CONSENT 
General Functions 
Approval of Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Education on October 22, 2007 7 
Approval of Revision to Minutes 7-8 
Authorization for Polling Places for the Presidential Primary Election on February 5, 2008 8 
Approval to Send a Letter of Endorsement of AB 333 – School Library Online Databases 9 
Authorization to Accept the Workforce Investment Act (WIA) Grant Award 9 
Authorization to Accept the Community-Based English Tutoring (CBET) Program Grant Award 9 
Authorization for Proposed Torrance Adult School New Courses – Winter Term 2008 9 
Recommendation to Expel – Case Number 02-07/08 9 
Recommendation to Expel – Case Number 03-07/08 9 
Elementary 
Study Trips – Elementary Schools 9-11 
Authorization to Offer Art to Grow On Children’s Art Optional After-school Program at 
 Walteria Elementary School 11 
Authorization for Independent Contractor, Robin Kiss, to Provide Art Instruction Staff Development 
 for Torrance Elementary School Teachers 11 
Authorization for Social Science Discovery Days Assembly Programs at Arnold and Towers 
 Elementary Schools 11 
Authorization for Students from the Southern California Regional Occupational Center (SCROC) 
 to Volunteer in Classrooms at Fern Elementary School 12 
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Elementary - continued 
Authorization for Child Development Services Contracts CCTR-7198 and CPRE-7186 and Adoption of 
 Resolution 12-13 
Authorization to Participate in the Lighthouse Teacher Intern Program 13 
Authorization to Participate in Jumpin’ Gymkids Hip-Hop Optional After-School Program 13 
Secondary 
Study Trips – Secondary Schools 14-18 
Approval of Resource Speakers 19 
Authorization for Casimir Middle School Teacher, Linda Andress, to Participate in BEST 
 (Beginning Elementary School Teachers) Science Project 19 
Authorization to Pay Madrona Middle School Teacher Stipends for Serving as After-school Club Advisors 19 
Authorization for North High School to Host the South Bay Academic Decathlon Scrimmage 20 
Authorization for North High School to Hold Diversity Retreats During the 2007-2008 School Year 20 
Authorization to Pay JROTC Non-Commissioned Officer Master Sergeant Ronald Graham a Stipend for 
 Providing Leadership Training for the 2007-2008 School Year 20 
Authorization to Pay North High School Teacher, Christine Kochheiser, a Yearly Stipend to Assist the Dean 
 with Campus Discipline 20 
Authorization for Danny Holland, Author and Speaker, to Present Student Assemblies and an Evening 
 Presentation for Parents at Richardson Middle School 20 
Educational Services 
Authorization to Enter into an Agreement with School Psychologist for Special Education Research 20 
Authorization to Pay Attorney Fees According to the Terms of a Due Process Mediated Settlement 
 Agreement – Case #AR/M-40 20 
Authorization to Reimburse Parents for Transportation Costs – Case #1580 20 
Application for Nonpublic School Tuition for Handicapped Minors – Case Numbers 681, 1595, 1601, and 1605 21 
Authorization to Accept 2007-2008 ExxonMobil Pegasus Awards 21-26 
Authorization to Accept the Better Fitness Through Play Grant – Edison Elementary School 26 
Authorization to Accept the California Instructional School Garden Program Grant 26 
Human Resources 
Authorization of Certificated Personnel Information Reports 27-31 
Authorization of Classified Personnel Information Reports 32-37 
Authorization for Ratification of Article 25 Adult Education Provisions of the Torrance Unified School 
 District/California School Employees Association (CSEA Chapter 845) Collective Bargaining Agreement 37-39 
Administrative Services 
Authorization to Approve Purchase Order Report and Purchase Order Change Report #6 39-46 
Authorization for Rejection of Claim Filed on Behalf of Gebre Seyoum 46 
Authorization for Rejection of Claim Filed on Behalf of Jonah Artiga, a Minor 46 
Ratification of Personal Liability Litigation Services for 2007-2008 46 
Authorization to Approve an Electronic Waste Collector Agreement with Pacific Polyethylene 47 
Authorization for Revolving Cash Fund Reimbursement for September 2007 47 
Authorization for Approval of Fee Schedule for Use of School Facilities 47-48 
Authorization to Approve Change Order No. 1 from Garcia-Bentley Construction on Bid No. 11-5.1.07 
 - Remodel of Levy 48 
Authorization to Approve Change Order No. 1 from Garcia-Bentley Construction on Bid No. 7-2.15.07 
 - Remodel of Kitchen and Conversion of Home Ec. and Tech Lab – Levy Adult School 48 
Authorization to Accept Project and File Notice of Completion for Garcia-Bentley Construction on 
 Bid No. 7-2.15.07 – Remodel of Kitchen and Conversion of Home Ec. and Tech Lab – Levy Adult School 48 
Authorization to Accept Project and File Notice of Completion for Garcia-Bentley Construction on 
 Bid No. 11-5.1.07 – Remodel of Levy 48 
Authorization to Approve the Contract with Myschoolbucks.com 48 
Authorization to Accept Gifts to the District 48-50 
 
INFORMATION 
Board Calendar 50 
Revisions to Administrative Rules – July 2007 Revisions 50 
Los Angeles County Committee of School District Organization Election Results 50 
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COMMENTS FROM MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
1. Mr. Steffen 50 
2. Dr. Ernst/Dr. Love 51-52 
3. Mr. Muratsuchi 52 
4. Mrs. Ragins 52 
5. Mrs. Ashcraft 52-53 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
In Memoriam of Lester Foster, retired principal; Joyce Linder, retired teacher at Calle Mayor Middle School; 
 Howard Szilagyi, retired teacher at Casimir Middle School; and Lt. Matthew Ferrara, South High School 
 Class of 2001 53 
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